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The basic guidance to academic presentations in English

The number of international conferences is
steadily increasing and having English presentation
skills has become a requirement. In order extend
the reach of participants’ research, Center for
Teaching and Learning offers this program to
facilitate English presentation skills of the faculty
staff. A basic guidance to academic presentations
in English is a training program aimed to teach
the basics of academic presentations in English. It
is particularly useful to the participants who must

hold a presentation in English in the nearest

14

future.

This time, guidance was divided into two one-
hour long parts held on 2016/12/12 (first part) and
2016/12/19 (second part) and gathered a total of 43
participants. The first part was more theoretical
and focused on the basics of making a successful
presentation, whereas the second one was mostly
practical and concentrated on developing concrete
presentation skills.

The guidance was provided by Peter Lambert

(Tom, Inc.), a professional lecturer who has been
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providing services to local university and
companies in Hokkaido area for many years. The
guidance included methods on how to improve
academic presentations by preparing impactful
introductions, compelling conclusions and how to
hook the audience with a talk. Mr. Lambert
explained mechanisms to engage the audience and
emphasize the contents of a presentation (creating
English presentations to WOW the audience). His
talk included many real-life examples from
Hokkaido University teachers who have already
mastered the art of making presentations. Another
important aspect of a successful presentation
mentioned by a lecturer was to provide an
overview of presentation to build trust between
the lecturer and the audience.

Mr. Lambert continued his lecture with a talk
about the importance of verbal and nonverbal
communication. He stressed the importance of

purposeful hand gestures that contribute to

Pic.1 Mr. Lambert explained the importance of
purposeful body gestures and its significance
for the successful presentation (First part)

April 2017 Clifsit ks gt )

teacher’s charisma and likeability, a genuine smile
that makes a big difference in the first seconds of
talk, and what effect can be achieved by varying
one’s voice. Another important topic tacked by a
lecturer were power postures and poses that lead
to increased feeling of confidence and improves
ability to deal with stress during presentations.

On both days, the presentation was concluded
with meaningful question and answer sessions,
where the participants could consult with Mr.
Lambert about the contents the lecture and how
to improve their own presentations. The lecturer
also used the remaining time as an opportunity to
give more hints on other useful things, like the art
of asking meaningful questions and making better
connection with an audience or how to paraphrase
audience questions when the lecturer didn't catch
the meaning.

(Michal MAZUR)

Pic.2 The participants could consult with Mr. Lambert
about their upcoming presentations and ask him
for some advice (Second part)

15
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