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PFF WORKSHOP 2016 2nd

The 7th Preparing Future Faculty (PFF)
Workshop was held for the second time this year,
on September 5-12, 2016, at Hokkaido University's S
Lecture Building. PFF Workshop was conducted
by two invited teachers from University of
California, Berkeley (UCB) Prof. Linda Von Hoene

and Dir. Sabrina Soracco.

The purpose of PFF Workshop was to offer the
guidance on teaching and writing to graduate
students, TA (Teaching Assistants) and professionals
who would like to become university teachers or

aim for various research positions.

At this time, 8 students participated in a 5-day-
long workshop and received a support of 3 tutors,
the previous PFF Workshop participants with a
great knowledge of its contents. Professor Von
Hoene lectured mostly about the teaching and
communication skills, while Director Soracco

focused on students’ writing skills.

The participants worked hard and fulfilled their
tasks individually and in group work. The
workshop concluded with a final presentation and
a ceremony where the participants received their
diplomas.

(Michal Mazur)
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Pic.1 During the first session the participants listened
to comments and advices from Professor Hoene
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Pic. 2 Participants and staff gathered for the final
picture
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My name is Michal MAZUR. I come from Poland,
a historical country just in the middle of Europe. I
have been living in Japan for over 7 years, first as a
research student at Otaru University of Commerce,
and later as graduate student at International
School of Information Science and Technology at
Hokkaido University.

I received my Master’s degree in the field of
language education at Pedagogical University of
Krakow, Poland. I have always been interested in
ways people acquire first and second language, so to
further investigate mechanisms behind it I focused
on cognitive psychology at Otaru University.

The next step was joining the Language Media
Lab at Hokkaido University's IST, where I have
been working on e-learning applications for second
language vocabulary acquisition using natural
language processing techniques. I received a doctor
degree in the field of information science in 2016.

I love teaching and since coming to Japan I have
been working as part-time teacher at English

language schools and cooperating with many

F={RR0)

My name is Teruyuki Tsuji—please call me
“Terry,” if you prefer, like my non-Japanese
friends do. I came to Hokkaido University

(Hokudai) at the beginning of October, 2016, as a

H
2Age e Michal MAZUR (X)L - 2 \7)

elementary, junior and high schools in the Sapporo
area. I am also a part-time lecturer at Hokkaido
Institute of Technology and Hokkai Gakuen
University. In my free time, I participate in different
volunteer international exchange activities, and often
give lectures about Poland for different institutions.

Since April 2016 I have been working at the
Center for Teaching and Learning at the Institute
for the Advancement of Higher Education. It is a
wonderful opportunity to learn about new education
trends, useful techniques and to actively participate
in the process of internationalization of our univer-
sity. I really enjoy my work, because organizing
and attending workshops and seminars for the office
and faculty staff also benefits my own knowledge
in education and therefore is an invaluable
experiencel

I would like to thank everyone for a warm and
kind welcome. I am really looking forward to have
a chance to meet and introduce myself in person.
If T can be of any help, please always feel free to

contact me anytime in English or Japanese!

CHRE

EEHE RN KFEREEES HEST A7 -

sz L Mz (Teruyuki Tsuji)
Visiting (“Specially-appointed”) Associate Professor
in Nitobe School at Institute for Advancement of

Higher Education. I completed my PhD in the

interdisciplinary program in Sociology and
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Anthropology at Florida International University
(FIU) (Miami, Florida) in 2006, and two-year
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Intercultural Studies at
Saint Louis University (Saint Louis, Missouri) in
2014. For two years before I came to Hokudai, I
was a Research Fellow and Adjunct Lecturer at
University of the West Indies (UWI) in Trinidad
and Tobago, the twin-island nation in the
Caribbean.

I am thrilled to work for Nitobe School, a
dynamic and innovative, Hokudai-wide postgraduate
program. In order to develop students’ global
perspectives and diversity awareness, the School
creates an “international society in microcosm”
within Hokudai and offers an interdisciplinary,
liberal arts learning environment for “all-round
education” and “practical learning,” which are
central to Hokudai's founding philosophy and
mission. I would like to make valuable contribution
to these goals, drawing my international and
intercultural professional experience, and acquired
expertise and cultural sensitivity.

For six years before entering the doctoral
program, I was stationed as a research officer at
the Japanese Embasies in Trinidad and Tobago,
and Jamaica where I had charge of various
programs of international economic assistance and
intercultural exchange. After the completion of my
doctorate, I taught at institutions in the immigrant
gateway cities of South Florida, which trained me
to work with diverse group of students with
different attributes and values. At the UWI, a
Caribbean’s region-wide university, I instructed
the Anthropology of People of the Caribbean
course, which presented me with the opportunity
to lay heads and discuss on Caribbean culture with
Caribbean students. South Florida and the West
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Indies are configured as ethnically dynamic and
heterogeneous, as compared to Japan, the country
of my birth. My professional experience in sharply
contrasting sociocultural milieus has trained my
eyes for subtle ethnic dis/similarities and prepared
me to adopt an innovative pedagogical approach at
Hokudai.

While carrying out my primary responsibility of
teaching classes, advising students, and
administrative duties at Nitobe School, I also
expect to continue to enrich my experience and
further develop my skills in research at Hokudai, a
home of critically—acclaimed scholars. I am
currently developing a manuscript for my single-
authored book, tentatively titled Sharing Mothers,
which weaves together findings from my decade-
long ethnographic and archival research to explore
the interreligious devotion to single Marian statue
between Catholics and Hindus, the two largest
religious groups in Trinidad. I have been awarded
the Grant-in-Aid for developing the finding from
the past research into a comparative study and
theoretical construction on “Religious Pluralism
and Multiethnic Coexistence: Conflict Suppression
in the Anglophone Caribbean.” I would like also to
develop a new project on immigration and religion
of local migrant and native-minority communities
in Greater Sapporo. Given Hokudai's reputation for
student research, I would like to draw students at
Hokudai, particularly Nitobe School, in the
proposed project.

I am looking for opportunities to toss around
ideas regarding teaching, research, and everything
else, or simply to “lime,” a Trinidadian term for
socializing over drinks. I can be reached by email
at tterry@high.hokudai.ac.jp. Looking forward to

hearing from youl
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