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Greetings from a new visiting professor

Shi-Huei Ho, Ed.D. Visiting Professor from Soochow University, Taipei, Taiwan

Hajimemashite Yoroshiku-onegaishimasu!

It is my honor to be invited as a visiting
professor in Hokkaido University , because this
University has not only the best campus scenery
but also leading academic fields, which has been
recognized by many educational institutions.
Like an internationally-known motto said by
Dr. William S. Clark, “Boys, be ambitious!”, |
find that the faculty and staf f in the Institute for
the Advancement of Higher Education are very
active and creative, and most importantly , they
are devoted to the service of curriculum design,
faculty development and student learning, as
well as the research and innovation of higher
education. At this point, “ambitious” should
be the best word to describe how I feel about
Hokkaido University, in which I believe I will
learn a lot during my visiting.

I am the founder and the Director of Center for
Teaching and Learning in Soochow University
in Taiwan. With the spirit of innovation and
breakthrough, this Center continues Soochow’ s
tradition of devotion to higher education by
integrating existing resources and infusing
research manpower as well as funds, so it
operates as a multifunctional unit to enhance
faculty’s teaching quality and ef fectiveness,
establish student learning support and assistant
system, provide service and training for faculty
and students to be familiar with instructional
technology, and also develop appropriate teaching
and learning outcome evaluation mechanism.
This Center was the first established in 2005 with

the goal to provide teaching/learning resources

for teachers and students
amongst Taiwan’s
universities, endorsed
by university-level
administrative committee
and approved January
2006 by the Ministry of
Education in Taiwan.

Then with distinguished performance,
Ministry of Education granted this Center
as Northern Taiwan Teaching and Learning
Resource Center in 2008.

Based on its practical experiences and
outstanding results from Teaching Excellence
Project, this goal-oriented Center initializes the

2

ideas of “resource integration,” “mutual sharing,”
“cooperation model” and “paradigm transfer”
by providing consultation services and forming
alliances with more than twenty universities in
and around Taipei City and Keelung County .
In particular, top research universities such as
National Taiwan University, National ChengChi
University and National YangMing University, as
well as other teaching excellent universities have
also taken part in the program, working together
to support and expanding inter -school resource
and cooperation.

Since I am also appointed as the consultant
and the evaluator of several policy-based projects
in Taiwan’s Ministry of Education, I fully support
the function and implementation of the regional
Teaching and Learning Resource Center which
acts as a learning or ganization, because the

impacts of low birth rate, uneven allocation of

9
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educational resources, dissatisfied performance of
graduates and institutional quality assurance are
vital issues faced by our higher education system.
In terms of establishing a public e-platform and
providing inter-school activities and feedback,
the regional Center creates a resource sharing and
integration mechanism, plus assists demanding
universities/colleges in improving their teaching
and learning quality. With research study as the
basis, the Center also collects information on
model cases and successful stories from partner
institutions, which forms a medium for paradigm
shift in policy-making, curriculum reform,
pedagogical innovation and outcome-based
evaluation, etc.

Through devoting myself to manage these
two Teaching and Learning Centers for many
years, my research specialty focuses on faculty
development and student learning outcome
in higher education, especially in the topic of
quality assurance, including curriculum design,
content and or ganization; teaching, learning and

assessment; student progression and achievement;

%30 TASREDEDDRLKSER (PFF)
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quality review and enhancement. My concern

in higher education is that each institution

should care about its own academic standards

and quality, which means supporting ef fective
teaching, aligning curriculum, instruction and

assessment, and providing outcome-based
evaluation and learning opportunities.

Although this is my first time in Hokkaido
University with a lot of curiosity and excitement,
I am going to cherish the opportunity I have
and work with such serious and responsible
hard-working faculty in the Research Division,
as well as investigate perspectives of teachers
and students here towards institutional quality
assurance and learning outcome evaluation.

In short, I am grateful that Institute for the
Advancement of Higher Education, especially
Research Division, makes me have this chance
to be a visiting professor here. The people in the
campus are very amiable and professional. As
visiting many universities around the world, I
admire Hokkaido!
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