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Greetings from a new visiting professor

Hendrik Ferdinande, Visiting Professor from Ghent University, BE-9000 Gent, Belgium

It is a great honour for me to be invited as a visiting
professor in the Higher Education Research Division at
your Institute for the Advancement of Higher Educa-
tion of Hokkaido University. | want to start with just a
few Japanese expressions, which I learned from the first
pages of the little booklet ‘Le japonais dans votre poche’
which | carry always with me. Hendrik Ferdinande to
maoshimasu. Watashi wa berugi-jin desu. Gent ni sunde
imasu. Nanajini-sai desu. But now | am obliged to
switch over to English quickly again.

I am a retired Associate Professor in the Department
of Physics & Astronomy of Universiteit Gent/Ghent
University, in Flanders - the Northern, Dutch-speaking
community of Belgium/ X)L ¥ — . My university has as
credo “Dare to think,” similar to your university’s motto
“Boys be ambitious” as Dr. William S. Clark expressed
it. 1 have performed experimental low- and medium-ener-
gy nuclear physics research in Ghent and in the academic
year 1973/74 at the NRC of Canada in Ottawa. During
the last one and a half decade of my academic career, be-
fore my retirement, | started a thematic network of more
than 150 European physics departments from some 33
European countries. This initiative resulted from the need
to support the student mobility activities in those higher
education institutions with the help of Erasmus, Tempus,
Socrates and Life-Long Learning Programmes of the Eu-
ropean Commission (E.C.). Already in 2000 this network
joined the overarching network “Tuning Educational
Structures in Europe” {co-ordinated by J. Gonzélez [Uni-
versidad de Deusto, Bilbao (ES)] & R. Wagenaar [Rijk-
suniversiteit Groningen (NL)]}. The aims of “Tuning’ are
equivalent with what Japanese would entitle as Faculty
Development in the Asian jargon. “Tuning’ was also able
to spread its mission to other continents [Russia, América
Latina, Africa & even USA (Lumina Foundation)]. Tun-
ing is a faculty-driven process that identifies what a stu-
dent should know and be able to do in a chosen discipline
when a degree has been earned. The process is designed
to make HE outcomes more transparent to all stakehold-
ers (students, employers, and parents) and to ensure the
quality of degrees across institutions. | was the co-author
& the editor of the EPS (European Physical Society) pub-
lications ‘European Specifications for University Level
Physics Programmes,” which provide a means to describe

12

the characteristics of

the physics study pro-

grammes on a European

level. This series of bro-

chures covers the bach-

elor or first-cycle or EQF

level 6, master or second-

cycle or EQF level 7 and

doctorate or third-cycle

level or EQF level 8§, as

one of the three priori-

ties in the Bologna Process. Very recently the China-EU
High Level People-to-People Dialogue was launched in
Brussels to strengthen co-operation in fields of education,
youth, research and multilingualism. Commissioner Vas-
siliou stated: “We will expand the mobility of students,
academics and researchers between the EU and China,
and conduct an EU-China “Tuning” joint study in order
to bring our higher education systems and institutions
closer.” 1 sincerely hope that a similar political action
could take place between Japan and the EU, as was re-
ferred to recently by Dr. J. Witte (Bayerisches Staatsin-
stitut fir Hochschulforschung und Hochschulplanung
IHF, Minchen) at the International Workshop “Bologna
Process — From Europe to Israel and Back” in Jerusalem
(IL) supported by the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.

My stay is a real eye opener to for-me a quite distant
and to-me an unknown part of the world. In this first
week | have already been overwhelmed by the kindness,
openness and helpfulness of the Japanese people and my
colleagues in the university, for which I am very thank-
ful. 1 am convinced that in the coming months I will en-
joy learning a lot from the rich Japanese culture, as well
as about the very able academic and educational knowl-
edge present in Hokkaido University.

| post signed at the door of my office “Welcome,
welkom, bienvenue, Willkommen, benvenuto” in the five
languages | speak quite fluently. And I really mean it.
What and whenever | can be of some assistance to you
concerning European affairs, you should come to me and
explain me your question. It would be a pleasure and
honour for me helping you.

Arigato gozaimasu!
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