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Development of Computer Software for Higher Education

Takuo Utagawa
Hokkaido University of Education at Hakodate (Professor of Sociology)

Abstract — University professors are supposed to do research as well as teach students. In most cases, however, they

define themselves first as researchers and second as teachers. They are assessed mainly or entirely based on their

academic achievements. It is rare in Japan that a researcher is hired or promoted because of his good ability to teach

students. Although higher education requires much money and effort, only limited resources are allocated to it. It

seems almost impossible to do good teaching in Japanese universities. In this report, | introduce our efforts to improve

teaching trough creating computer software that helps teaching and students' understanding of the contents of the

education or training. Two types of software, the "Tutor System for Data Analysis" and the "Training System for Risk

Perception for Safe Driving" are discussed.
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