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Framework for Planning of Lifelong Learning

Sadichi Yamada
Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract — Citizens should be the main participants in planning of lifelong learning. However, this view is not
commonly understood. Discussions on adult education in Japan have had two limitations. One limitation is that
adult education is not concerned with school education. Another is that it is not concerned with social and political
structure. We have to overcome these limitations, i. e. the conflicting structure of planning of lifelong learning. We
are now facing the following structural changes of society. One is advancement in information technology.
Microelectronics(ME) and office automation are basic factors in our information society, and they will become a
fundamental for networking and lifelong learning. We can create two different types of networks. One is a centralized
type of organization run by the central government and big, monopolistic enterprises. Another is a horizontal type
of organization created by the citizens. We are also facing changes of in subjects in learning. With the progress of
technology, laborers seek more and more retraining to improve their labor ability. These factors emphasize the
need for recurrent education and the reeducation. We recently have various networks of citizens such as cooperative
associations, worker's collectives, the consumer movement, and many kinds of volunteer groups. These networks
include learning in their activities. For regional planning of education, we have to consider the organization of
educational labor. The social status of educational labor is as follows. (1) Educational labor is one sector of the
division of labor in the social system. (2) The contents and scope of educational labor are growing gradually
because of lifelong learning. (3) The profession of education is also expanding. The author considered the following
triple-structure of educational labor in connection with the regional planning of education. (1) Professional specialists
of education or learning such as teachers (for school education), instructors (for lifelong learning and sport etc.)
, librarians, and museum curators, etc. (2) Semi-professional specialists of education or learning such as lecturers
of lifelong education as a semi-professional or as a part-time job. (3) Amateurs in education or learning (citizens)

who volunteers to learn.
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