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Lectures for 200,000 People; University Broadcast Media Programs in Hokkaido

Kazuhiro Abe

Department of Anatomy, Hokkaido University School of Medicine

Abstract — The Japanese National Institute of Multimedia Education was established in 1978 and has presented
experimental university open-lecture programs via the broadcast media, first to 3 universities and finally to 13
universities. The university open lecture programs via the broadcast media have been sent to limited districts
covered by commercial broadcast stations for the lecture programs at 13 universities. It is open to schools all over
the country through universities and colleges divided into nine blocks in 1996. Hokkaido University began the
university broadcast program for people living in Hokkaido in 1983 and developed it to one of the ideal models in
Japan. Each radio or TV program is broadcast as 13 programs for 45 minutes each through a domestic commercial
broadcast station for the people in Hokkaido. The number of people who watch the program is estimated to be about
200,000 from an audience rating. The university broadcast program in Hokkaido can be characterized as follows.
(1)This program was planned to be open universities and colleges in Hokkaido from the beginning. Each main
theme was composed of 13 subthemes supported by specialists from not only Hokkaido University but also from
other universities and colleges in Hokkaido. (2)The meetings at the University for this program include producers
and directors in a professional broadcast station to get advice on how to make the program. (3)The committee has
manuals for preparing the text, radio program, or TV program. These manuals are also now functioning as textbooks
for producing university open-lecture programs via the broadcast media in Japan. (4)The committee members,
lecturers, and staff of the broadcast station meet together to make the programs each year. Thus the TV and radio
programs have maintained top-level quality among programs produced by universities in Japan. (5)Education
committees of six cities in Hokkaido, which is the largest district covered by the programs in Japan, hold school
sessions four or five times a year for students for each program in each city. These are taught by the lecturers of the
subthemes of the program and tutors from the city. (6)The planning of the university broadcast program in
Hokkaido began as a cooperative system among several universities in 1992 and started to air programs in 1993.

This is also regarded as a model of the block system which is to start in 1996.
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