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Invitation to European Common Sense

-What Do We Need for Japanese Science Education?-

Toshiyuki Hosokawa

Center for Research and development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract — Two defects of Japanese science education are mentioned and discussed in the context of the author's

experience in Canada and England. Firstly, the insufficiency of objective evaluation in Japanese universities is

highlighted. The assessment of doctoral theses and graduation theses within universities is widely practiced in

Japan. However this practice may lead to poor quality theses. Secondly, the paucity of public spirit is explained

from the view-point of religion. Motivation without public spirit may make orient people to individual interests

only, which may be against the intends of good research. In these two points higher education has an important

role to play in changing the direction of Japanese science education.
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