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SCS (Space Collaboration System) and Experience as a User

Toshiyuki Hosokawa

Center for research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract — This article describes the management organization, hardware structure, usage
and method of application of SCS. A total of 24 universities, 3 national colleges of technol-
ogy and 9 national institutes joined this project promoted by the Ministry of Education and
the National Institute of Multimedia Education. A special committee composed of delegates
from these institutions was formed and opinions of users, including both teachers and stu-
dents, were summarized. These opinions showed that SCSis useful to lecture from distant
places but still has several problems which should be improved in the near future. On the
whole, SCS can send images and sound of the same quality as an ordinary TV set, which is
better than what we had expected. The manipulation of this system is not so difficult. Asthis
system leads us to prepare better audiovisual datathan for ordinary lecturesit may improve
the lecturesin universities in the sense of the teaching technique. Higher-quality images and
information and a multi-image accepting system (the current system can handle images from
only two stations) are demanded. The Ministry of Education istrying the same kinds of pilot
projects for medicine, anti-earthquake procedures and life-long learning for the community.
In this situation we should make the best possible use of it in education and research activity

in Japan.
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