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The Space Collaboration System: Short Program on Women and
Social Participation

Terumasa Ikeda, Chieko Seta, Fujie Yuan, Tomohiro Miyamoto

National Institute of Multimedia Education

Abstract — The Space Collaboration System (SCS) has been developed by the Ministry of
Education since 1996, networking VSAT (Very Small Aperture Terminal) stations set within
higher education ingtitutions. The National Institute of Multimedia Education (NIME) plays
aroleasahub station aswell asaVSAT station. We designed a pilot project, named the SCS
Short Program to study: (1) what problems do we find in extending interactive distance learn-
ing as a VSAT station for the students of SCS networking universities and (2) how can we
contribute to improving the educational effectiveness of SCS programs. The theme of the
program was “Women and Social Participation”, with aseries of three sub-themes: “What are
Hurdlesfor Women?’, “Hurdlesfor Men?’ and “ To Get Over Hurdles’, inviting two journal-
ists (afemale and amale) and a university professor specializing in gender studies. Asa
result of our experiment, we reached the following conclusions. The SCS Program initiated
by NIME could be effective for (1) liberal arts-related programs focused on contemporary/
practical issues, (2) vocational/job training programs, e.g., media literacy for faculty staff, (3)
continuing-education programs for professionals and (4) career transfer programs to improve
working life, while universities could provide regular credit programs and non-credit supple-
mentary programs, networking with certain colleague universities. For the improvement of
the SCS program, we might recommend that we make the best use of SCS'sdual characteris-
tics— it is“interactive function” as a system on the one hand, and “real time function” as a
medium on the other hand.
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