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Opinion to the Entrance Examination for a University
— Questionnaire to High School Teachersin Hokkaido Prefecture—

Toshiyuki Hosokawa®, Akira Onodera?, Hirotaka Yamada® and Moriaki Tsuruoka®

1) Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University
2) Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University
3) Sapporo Moiwa Senior High School
4) Sapporo Kaisei Senior High School

Abstract— A questionnaire asking about the entrance examination for university was
sent to 323 senior high schools in Hokkaido Prefecture. Seventy-four science teachers
answered the questions in essay form. All of answers were uploaded to the home page of
the Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido Univ. There-
sults showed that (1) many teachers desire tests which can assess the student’s knowledge
of experiments or practical skill in experiments. (2) A descriptive test is hoped for instead
of atest which asks studentsto select correct answers from several choices. (3) Inthe case
of science tests they wish to avoid difficult calculations in the test because they think
calculation itself should not be demanded for science tests. (4) Some faculties or schools
do not ask students to select a science subject which will be demanded in university learn-
ing. Thisis strange and difficult to understand for high school teachers. For them it seems
like that such a faculty or school is simply trying to get more students. (5) Regarding the
national center test, free access to the information was demanded. As the center does not
notify students of their results nor open statisticsin detail to the public, students do not
know their level and have to rely on the information from private preparatory schools.
(6) Some teachers wish for another university system which would accept larger numbers
of students but in which students would find it more difficult to graduate. (7) A special
educational council of the Ministry of Education in 1985, research by UNESCO and a
guestionnaire survey by the Mainich newspaper company gave the same results. It is
clear that Japanese universities have not reacted to the major national opinion. To do so,
we have to move into action quickly.
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