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Development of Debating Class

—NMethod and Experienee

Masaaki Ogasawara, Toshiyuki Hosokawa

Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract— The general level of Japanese debating, for instance at conferences, is unaccept-
ably low. We intended to encourage the freshmen in one of the classes of Hokkaido University

to raise their standards in speaking and debating. We trained inexperienced speakers in how to
prepare a talk and how to give an impromptu speech to listeners in the class. Then, a series of
debates on the issues and practices in Japanese higher education was organized and selected
members participated in a symposium held on the 120th anniversary of the university. The
progress of the students after half a year of training was satisfactory.
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