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University Entrance Examination for a Newly-Diversified

High School and University System

Takashi Sakamotd’
National Institute of Multimedia Education

Abstract— In May 1997, 16th Central Council for Education issued the report "The Model for
Japanese Education in The Perspective of The 21st Century (First report by The Central Council for
Education). There the Council emphasized respect for the students' individuality and proposed the
practical strategies and tactics for improving university entrance examinations in order to decrease
excessive competition.

Most of them are already more or less undertaken in current university entrance examination
systems such as integrated, multi-dimensional evaluation on students' individuality by means of school
report, essay, interview and recommendation. Moreover, encouragement to university admission in
autumn term, increase of quota in the later stage of the separation and division system, participation
of high school teachers for making test questions in the National Center Test are newly recommended.
One of the most eminent feature is the exceptional admission for gifted students At the moment
students who have talent in Math and Physics can enter university one year earlier from 17 years old
by recommendation without regular examinations. The Central Council stimulates to diversify uni-
versity entrance examination procedure.

High school students who have been educated with an increased emphasis on development of
their individuality under a more diversified educational system are now entering universities, which,
in turn, feature diversified characteristics. From the viewpoint of universities, applicants are screened
and selected for admission. From the viewpoint of students, they need to screen faculties and univer-
sities. Entrance examinations should function as a tool for optimum matching of students with univer-
sities.
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