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Educational Productivity and Its Assessment:
A View from Student-Oriented Learning Classes

Kazuhiro Abe'"

Research Division for Higher Education, Center for Research and Development in Higher Education and

School of Medicine, Hokkaido University

Abstract— Students exhibit very attractive presentations in our classes. Groups utilize various tech-
niques of presentation, including dramatic performances and reports using questionnaires and their
own opinions. Most of them created video presentations to report their interviews and inspections of
medical environments. Projectors for 35 mm films, over-head projectors, and projectors for computer
images are also used. Such presentations are developed during the course by active participation in
cooperative group efforts. Active discussion follows.

This is the class foristory of Medicine. Students have to present the results of their inquiry for 45
min. and open discussions for 40 min. Each group has to study a topic related to a historical person in
medicine in order to become aware of their own place in history, their understanding of contemporary
medicine, and their self-recognition and personal development.

Weare involved in several student-centered and small group learning classes, such as Communica-
tion, Introduction to Medicine, Early Clinical Exposure, History of Medicine, Science of Medical
Research Methods, and Simulated Research and Presentation. Students interact with each other and
teachers coach students showing the various skills for studies.

Changing the paradigm from teaching to learning produces communication ability, leadership, coop-
eration, awareness of community, ability for team work, finding of knowledge, self awareness and self
development for the student. The increased productivity of education is highly regarded in teaching

assessment.

Design of curricula for high productivity of education will be described in this paper.
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