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University Policy towards the Arts

Yasuo Harada" "
Presiedent of Hiroshima University

Abstract — | have been asked many times why | chose to become a medical doctor when my dream
was to become an opera singer. Just after graduating medical school | began singing lead rolesin
professional operas. This experience made methink | wanted to change professions and go on to study
operaat an art school. After finishing graduate school in medicine | had an opportunity to study the
physiology of the inner ear at Pavia University, Italy, whilein Italy | took lessons for opera at the
Milano Music School. After returning to Japan | decided to continue studying music. | sang in operas
at Hiroshimaand | began teaching phonetics and vocal theory at Elizabethan Music College and Fac-
ulty of Music at Shimane University.

Simultaneously | became known for my research on the inner ear using the new electron micro-
scope. After | became a professor in the department of otolaryngology, | was recognized by universi-
ties around the world for my research and because | was known as the "Opera-Doctor". | continued to
be active both as amedical researcher and as an operasinger. My broad perspective is based on these
experiences.

Science and art have developed separately in Europe and in Japan. In general, art and music schools
are separate from the university. Academicsin the university can be better developed by reinforcing
one another rather than existing in isolation from one another. From this vantage point general educa-
tion isimportant and art appears essential in the university. Studying art improves reading, listening
and seeing by forming well trained eyes and ears. To learn how to express oneself artistically isto get
a sense of the higher quality of one's existance in the world. Many universities in the United States
have faculty for fine arts. In the university students can learn about painting, sculpture, music and
dance. These courses cultivate originality and creativity which support science. It's likely that in the
21st century art will again be an essential piece of science and academicsin general. Therfore, it's
important that Japanese universities include a faculty for fine arts. Art will also help to provide a
community to the citizens with the university.
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