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Core Curriculum in General Education, which Characterizes
the Tradition of the University
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Abstract— Hokkaido University has begun the integrated curriculum for the education of liberal arts
and specialty at 1995. Each school or faculty designs the curriculum including general education for
liberal arts. The general education is supported by teachers from every schools and faculties in the
university, but the general education seems to decline because the teachers for general education in
the previous education system belong graduate school of their specialty. In this report, we discuss
core curriculum to support general education. The text includes what the core curriculum is, history
of general education in Hokkaido University, present situation to need to consider the core curriculum,
decline of general education, necessity of general education for support of education of specialty, core
curriculum in school and faculties for natural sciences and for literatures, core curriculum for the
university, design of core curriculum, open curriculum from each school or faculty for general educa-
tion, and strategies to confirm the core curriculum in the university. The core curriculum gives the
core of humanities to support specialty in the society after the students graduate the institutions. The
major and central subjects in the general education is regarded as the core curriculum,which character-
izes the traditions of the university.
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