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Admission System in the United States of America
(A Quick Report)

Toshiyuki Hosokawa® "

Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract — Interviews carried out during a recent trip to the United States of America are reported.
Thistrip included visitsto Portland State University, the University of Wisconsin in Madison, Ohio
State University in Columbus and the University of Californiain Berkeley. In general, Universitiesin
the U.S.A. use the high school record (grade point average and class rank) and an aptitude test (SAT:
Scholastic Aptitude Test or ACT: American College Test). Unlike in the Japanese admission system,
only multiple choice tests are employed. A community collegeis often used as method to bypass these
tests. The system of transfer is also used for easily moving between universities. Portland State Uni-
versity and the University of Californiain Berkeley introduced new admission systems. The former
uses a proficiency-based admission standards system, the latter uses a comprehensive score which
takes high school records and a two-page essay into consideration. These systems are described in
detail and compared with the Japanese system.
(Received on March 16, 1998, Accepted on March 22, 1998)
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