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Student-Centered Learning Methods in an Introductory Computer Course
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3Center for Research and Development in Higher Education

Abstract— We introduced student-centered learning methods, team work and cooperative presenta-
tion, to an introductory computer course to analyze and improve the difficulties of learning the com-
puter skils. In this report, we discuss 1) difficulties in computer courses in universities and junior
colledges, and the necessity for student-centered learning in computer skills classes, 2) strategy for
student-centered learning using computers, and the results and the evaluations of preliminary intro-
ductions, 3) design of systematic introduction of student-centered learning classes and learning objec-
tives for the courses, and the syllabus of a computer programming course. We present the results of
the introduction of the methods to junior colledge classes,and evaluate the effect of the introduction
based on the evaluation of the classe by the students.
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