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Civil Engineering Education at Sapporo Agricultural College

Masato Haraguchi?™, Naoyuki Kon? and Keiichi Satoh?

9 Transportation and Traffic Systems, Division of Urban and Environmental Engineering,
Graduate School of Engineering, Hokkaido University
2 |nstitute of Life Information, Asahikawa Campus Hokkaido University of Education

Abstract— Hokkaido University has been teaching civil engineering since the days of its predecessor,
Sapporo Agricultural College (SA.C.). Inthe early years of the Meiji erawhen educational institu-
tions had not yet been organized under the Ministry of Education, institutes of higher education fell
under the jurisdiction of other government offices. Bureaucrats were trained by foreign teachers. In
civil engineering, the Imperial College of Engineering was under the Ministry of Engineering, the
Faculty of Science of University of Tokyo was under the Ministry of Education, and S.A.C. was under
the Hokkaido Development Commission (or "Kaitakushi"). Civil engineering education at S.A.C.
started as the pursuit of knowledge necessary for reclamation. In the third decade of the Meiji era, a
civil engineering program was established that awarded the degree of bachelor of engineering. Inthis
period S.A.C. wasthe only institution of higher education for civil engineering except for the College
of Engineering, Imperial University. Hiroi Isami, who wasin S.A.C.'s second graduating class, be-
came the chief of civil engineering of the Imperial University of Tokyo. S.A.C. wasthe driving force
of Civil Engineering education in Japan. S.A.C. reorganized its Department of Engineering as the
Department of Civil Engineering (1897), which provided vocational education. Nonetheless, the
attitudes of engineering education were inherited by the teachers graduating from the school.

(Received in final form on March 3, 1999)
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