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Students' Attitudes in Classes and Teachers' Strategies;
A Survey by the Mathematical Society of Japan

Toshiyuki Nishimort
Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract— In most universities in Japan, most teachers are troubled by bad attitudes of students, for
examples, late coming, absence, whispering, and insufficient capacity and motivation for leraning. A
working group in the Mathematical Society of Japan asked veteran mathematics teachers how they
treat these annoying behaviours of university students. In this report we collected, classified and ana-
lyzed the responses from 155 teachers. The teachers ungrudgingly showed us various tactics and
strategies targeted especially at Japanese students of these days. All might not be applicable for every
case, but we hope some of them would help novice teachers a lot, and even veteran teachers a little.
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