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Construction of the Core Curriculum for General Education

Kazuhiro Abe,*?* Masaaki Ogasawara,? Toshiyuki Nishimori,? Toshiyuki Hosokawa,?
Takahiko Nitta,® Etsuo Yoshino,? Yuji Shiratori,® Keizo Yamaguchi,® Itaru Koizumi,?
Mituo Takasugi,” Hajime Kobayashi,? Ryusuke Sakai,® and Jun Hasegawa®

bSchool of Medicine, 2Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, ®Faculty of Letters,
YFaculty of Economics, ®Faculty of Low, ©Graduate School of Science, "Graduate School of Enviromental Earth Science,
®Faculty of Agriculture, and 9Graduate School of Engineering, all in Hokkaido University

Abstract— Hokkaido University started new undergraduate education in 1995 which integrated lib-
eral arts education and specialized one. Each school or faculty designs an integrated curriculum which
is different from each other, but a core curriculum should be at least partly common all over the
university. The core curriculum is important for students to bring their specialty into full play in
society after graduation. We have studied the content of core curriculum in general education since
1997 and provided a plan to reform the present curriculum. It turns out that the core curriculum is
divided into six categories: 1) liberal arts basing on a single discipline including thoughts and ethics,
history, arts and literature, society and culture, and natural science, 2) liberal arts basing on double or
triple disciplines including environments, health, and human, 3) general education seminar, 4) sports,
5) literacy including writing, information technology, statistics, and drawing, and 6) foreign languages.
Students have to study at least 4 topics form thoughts and ethics, history, arts and literature, society
and culture, and natural science, except for the topics of their own speciality. Study of one topic from
the category 2) is required and one or two from the same category is recommended to take.

(Received on March 10, 1999)
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