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Educational Reform in Hokkaido University in Heisei-era;
Personal Contribution

Kazuhiro Abe™

Hokkaido University Graduate School of Medicine, Center for Research and Development in Higher Education

Abstract — The persona contribution of the author to educational reform in Hokkaido University is
described in this article. The author has worked on the following four projects. 1) The author joined the
Committee of Broadcast Education in 1963 and produced more than 200 TV and radio programs to
introduce the research taking place in Hokkaido University and other universities in Hokkaido. Manu-
als for making such broadcast programs have become models to make similar programs in the main
universitiesin other areas of Japan. To make broadcast programs was an advanced activity for lifelong
learning and education utilizing multimedia. 2) The author designed a new system for education in the
Undergraduate School of Medicine, and Graduate School of Medicine. The first faculty devel opment
program in Hokkaido University was carried out in the School of Medicine. Student-oriented classes
were developed. 3) The author has worked for reform of the liberal arts curriculum and system for the
liberal arts asthe director of the Research Division for Higher Education for 4 years and the director of
Research Division for the Admission System. In addition, the author has worked at the Evaluation
Committee. These activities established faculty development in aworkshop style, asystem for liberal
arts, acore curriculum of liberal arts, student-oriented classes, a freshman seminar program using
fieldwork research centers such asthe university research forest, astock farm, and training ship, evalu-
ation of educational contributions by individuals, teaching assessment in classrooms, and the admis-
sion office. These activities have attracted much attention and many universities and colleges all over
Japan have invited me to lecture to introduce these activities. There have also been invitations from
international meetings and universities abroad.
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