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Some Experiencesin The University of Highlands & Islands
-A College Consortium of “Learning with Technology”

Chieko Seta”

Research & Development Division, The National Institute of Multimedia Education

Abstract — The area of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland covers one fifth of the UK, stretching
from the north to the southwest over a distance of 800 kilometers, which is almost as large as the
country of Belgium. There were no universities at all except 13 Further Education (FE) Colleges.
Under the Government’s “Knowledge Economy” policy, the 13 FE colleges with different histories
and characters, formed a consortium to make a University in 1998, and the University of Highlands
and Idands Millennium I nstitute has been approved as a Higher Education Institution since December
2000. “To establish for the Highlands and Islands of Scotland a collegiate university which will reach
the highest standards and play apivotal rolein our educational, economic, socia and cultural develop-
ment” is the Mission Statement written multilingually in English, Gaelic, Shetlandic, Scots, and
Orcadian. In the meantime UHI degree courses will be validated by the Open University Validation
Services, until UHI officially receives a University Status. The University has 5 faculties, offering 29
undergraduate and/or postgraduate courses, and PhD degrees through research. “L earning with Tech-
nology” most characterizes UHI, which help remove the traditional barriers of distance and traveling
time, and minimizes geographical disadvantage. The students study using e-mail, the Internet, video-
conferencing and the telephone at home, at their college and/or regions learning centeres. Along with
the policies of bridging the gap, personal and professional capabilities (PPCs), flexible ways to study,
and equal opportunities, “Learning with Technology” contributes to maximizing the participation of
Highlandersin higher education. In this paper, the author first reports the management and develop-
ment of UHI courses, the study support for the students, case studies of learning online and via video-
conferencing, and staff development, and later discusses the significance of UHI, and the issues of
“Learning with Technology”, from the viewpoint of what will happen with a forced consortium of
colleges of different backgrounds and interests, and what the problems of using such technology re-
gardless of users' preferences are.
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