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Master's degree Program for part-time Students:
The Case of Otaru University of Commerce

Mkio Yamamoto™

Otaru University of Commerce

Abstract — Otaru University of Commerce was originally founded as the Otaru Higher Commercial
School in 1911 by the national government. It was reorganized as a university in 1949, and hasre-
mained as a small institute with only one faculty, the Faculty of Commerce. It established graduate
school in 1971. But there were very few applicants and entrants for about two decades after its estab-
lishment. The purpose of this paper isto depict the 1993 reform of the graduate school which caused a
considerable increase of enrollment. The focus of the 1993 reform was to change the academic-ori-
ented education program to a business-oriented program for part-time students with jobs.
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