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How Do Seniors Contribute in a Freshman's Orientation Class in
Ritsumeikan University?

Atsushi Fujiokad

College of Economics, Ritsumeikan University

Abstract— In Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto Japan, the Student Union has organized student volun-
teers among seniors, who want to contribute as guides or mentors in the freshman orientation class
since the 1960s. In 1993-94, the Student Union and the Office of Students Affairs cooperated inten-
sively in order to carry out a drastic reform of this program. Since then, this program has marked a new
trend of development. For example in the 2001 academic term alone, more than 50 seniors of the
College of Economics applied to join this program as "orientaters." The aim of this paper is to analyze
the reasons why this program has worked so well, and at the same time, | would like to investigate the
possibilities for other universities or related institutions to learn from our experience, and want to
encourage them to introduce similar programs for their universities.
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