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The Idea of Art Education in Liberal Arts at University:
From the Point of View of Training Applicability for Professional and Social Life

Makiko Horita™

Institute of Language and Culture Studies, Hokkaido University

Abstract — Japanese national universities have introduced a myriad of subjects and curriculum styles
based on their western counterparts with the notable exception of art. The lack of arts education has
obscured the fact that truth and belief can be explained not only literally but also in metaphors, and
developed in unlimited variations. This exclusion has contributed to a lack of flexible and creative
stances among modern thinkers. It is a shortcoming that is especially conspicuous among leaders in
both government and business, resulting in concomitant social problems. The introduction of art educa-
tion is thus a very pressing issue. Art education is suitable to the conditions and aims of general educa-
tion for students in all faculties. According to Friedrich Schiller, the essential educational moment in the
enjoyment of the arts consists of an aesthetic state of being. Furthermore, that state exists independent
from the intellectual definition of the content of art work. For instance, we never enjoy a poem about
trees in order to get scientific knowledge of trees. This independence of an aesthetic state from the
content suggests its applicability to all professions, indeed an inevitable step in students' futures and
one fitting all situations of life. Guided also by the idea of 'calibration’ (Mittelstaedt), this paper attempts
to show the essence of skill and ability, which the practice of art can bring out. It is also a form of
knowledge that can be abstracted from the context of traditional arts. The aim of an arts education in
liberal arts in the national university system should be to provide the right conditions whereby 'an
expanded concept of art' (Beys) may be realized. In the thesis that follows, the author attempts to pro-
vide a theoretical guide to the ambitious notion that art education is essential.
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