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Training to Improve Writing of Freshmen
— Report of the Research Group for Writing Training —
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YCenter for Research and Development for Higher Education, Hokkaido University,
JInternational Student Center, Hokkaido University, ¥Graduate School of Medicine,
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SHokkai Gakuen University

Abstract — In Hokkaido University, a number of courses for freshmen include training to improve
writing. These courses have been planned and conducted according to the teacher’s own ideas sepa-
rately. Such courses have become more important recently because of the deterioration of the student’s
skills in reading and writing Japanese. We do not intend to teach freshmen how to write papers such as
specialists would write for academic journals. So what type of writing should we teach? This is the
first question and we have several other questions to consider. Thus, the situation requires guidelines
that will support teachers who are going to begin to include writing training in their courses. The
Center for Research and Development for Higher Education set up a research group for writing train-
ing and gathered some members from inside and outside of the university in 1999. The theme was also
discussed another occasions, the Hokkaido University Workshop about Education in November 2001
and a research meeting in March 2002. Here we propose guidelines which, we expect, will gives hints
about how to choose themes for writing, what points to be noted and stressed, and so on.
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