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General Education for Providing Information on Religions:
A Consideration of “Cults” Proselytizing on Campus

Yoshihide Sakurdi

Graduate School of Letter, Hokkaido University

Abstract— There have been few recommendations on how to help keep students out of trouble caused
by "cults" and "self-enlightenment seminars." Because we should respect individual freedom of reli-
gion and its expression under Article 20 of the Constitution, national universities have not intervened
in religious affairs on campus. If students know enough about them and calmly decided to become
affiliated with them, we can respect their faith. However, some particular groups tend to approach
students on campus while concealing their actual purposes and activities, and aim at exploiting stu-
dents for their money and manpower. How should we deal with those groups and their potential and
substantial "victims" on campus? If we found that some students could not concentrate on their studies
due to involvement in their zealous activities, would we have the responsibility to appeal to them to
reconsider their activities? This paper suggests that universities should appeal to students, especially
newly enrolled students, and that information on religions be provided. We should consider not only
how to deal with their proselytizing attempts but also explain why such new religious movements have
been so successful in our time. Considering human rights and social publicness regarding the "cult
controversy," this could give students food for thought to form their own philosophy. General educa-
tion has a role to nurture students' insights into human life and society, which will eventually lead to an
appropriate life on campus.
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