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Gender Education in Hokkaido University:
Start of Class in Omnibus Style

Tetsuo Takigawa

Graduate School of Letter, Hokkaido University

Abstract- A class on gender studies in omnibus style for freshmen in Hokkaido University was newly
started in 2002. More than 10 professors have been participating to cover the contents of the class. The
class consists of 13 to 14 lectures and 1 to 2 symposiums. Each professor gives a lecture on a sex/gender
issue in a specific field from her/his own viewpoint. Guest speakers are invited to symposiums. The
main reason why we adopted the omnibus style is that the gender studies have wide varieties of con-
tents, including the biological/evolutional origin of sex and gender bias in the legal system, for ex-
ample. Research fields of participating professors include Biology, Medical Science, Ethics, Literature,
History, Education, Psychology, Sociology, Economics, Law, and Politics. One of the guest speakers
invited last year was a transgender person. We expect students to face and consider the varieties of
research topics, methodologies, and realities of sex and gender. The primary goal of the class was
successfully achieved. This style of class was found very attractive and educational not only for stu-
dents but also to help the university staff to understand the complexity of gender issues. The author
analyzed and evaluated the class management for the future of gender education in Hokkaido Univer-
sity.
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