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Planning of Coursesto Improve Students Communication Skills:
A Report on the 2003 Hokkaido University Workshop of Education

Toshiyuki Nishimori™, Masaaki Ogasawara, Toshiyuki Hosokawa,
Midori Yamagishi, Makoto Suzuki, and Fumihito Ikeda

Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract — In November 2003, Hokkaido University held the 6th Workshop on Education. This
workshop was introduced to improve the education of Hokkaido University and it has been held once
ayear since 1998. The main theme of the workshop of this year was to plan courses to improve
students' communication skills to communicate. The workshop had (1) three sessions about planning
of courses, each of which consisted of minilectures, small group discussions and ageneral discussion,
and (2) two lectures, one of which was about a new-type of course on experimentation and the other
was about an introductory course on the problem of cults and so-called ‘ self enlightment seminars.” It
had 33 participants from all over Hokkaido University, 8 participants from four other universities and
10 persons of the task force, that is, 51 personsin al. This report contains an explanation about what
was done in the workshop, especially the syllabi of the courses worked out in the sessions, and
responses to an inquiry to the participants. On the whole, the responses showed positive opinions
about the workshop. Asto the courses mentioned in (2) above, the papers about them by the lecturers
themselves are presented in this volume.
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