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Development Strategy of Higher Education and its Educational Tasks:
Collaboration between Thailand and Australia

Sakurai Yoshihide™
Hokkaido University

Abstract— Higher education in Asiais at aturning point. It aims at quantitative expansion and qualita-
tive improvement of the university at the same time, which seems to be contradicted by the limited
budget and short period of time. However, academics cannot afford to waste time on idealistic peda-
gogical discussions due to the rapid changes surrounding higher education described below:

First, as the new middle class that securesits social position through educational achievement has
expanded in the Asian economic boom, the number of higher education institutions has grown rapidly.
Second, NICSin East Asiaand Southeast Asia need quality assurance for graduates from higher educa-
tion institutions, because those countries are entering into knowledge-intensive industrialization from
labor-intensive industrialization. Third, Asian NICS have powerfully implemented educational policies
to enhance the level of education and research in higher educationa institutions. Fourth, state universi-
ties in these countries have become incorporated to raise education and research funds by themselves
under neo-liberal economic reforms, which have been strengthened since the economic crisis of 1997.
Fifth, as a result, higher education has been changing its role to play a part in the accumulation of
knowledge and skill in industry. To meet social demands (manageria stability and industrial creation),
collaboration with the industrial world appears to be natural. As the student applicant market has be-
come borderless, and higher educational institutions in English-speaking countries have provided spe-
cially arranged courses in home countries and/or branch schoolsin host countries for foreign students as
highly valued additional commodities. Sixth, recent higher education is not independent in its educa-
tional and research ideas, but contingent on social demands such as those of industry and the commu-
nity.

This paper introduces the higher education policy of Thailand, the leader of the Mekong region
countries, and then considers the tasks for higher education development in Asia. As a case study, first,
the agenda of EDU-COM 2002 and 2004 (International Conference on Education and Communication
for Sustainable Development of Higher Education) will be illustrated, then the collaboration between
Australian universities and Khon Kaen University, the central university in northeastern Thailand. Those
cases show how Thai university academics acknowledge the globalization of higher education and
develop quality assurance and afinancial foundation. Thai state universities, in some ways, seem to be
more advanced than Japanese ones, because they are not bound to a conventional university system as
the Japanese are. Therefore, this study contributes to consideration of the position of Hokkaido Univer-
sity within Asiaand its possible strategy for sustainable development.
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