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Ten Years of the Center for R & D in Higher Education,
Hokkaido University

Masaaki Ogasawara**

Center for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido University

Abstract— The center for R & D in Higher Education, Hokkaido University, was established in 1995
for the purpose of managing a modern version of libera arts and general education in Hokkaido Uni-
versity and promoting research on higher education and lifelong learning in general. The division of
general education, the main body of the center, is actually a committee that was organized by twenty
representatives from all of the University’s faculties and schools. The research division for higher
education with three full-time staff members is working for better education in undergraduate and
graduate courses through its research linked to global trends in higher education. After ten years the
center has gained a reputation as a stable and promising organization for integrated undergraduate
education throughout the country. A key concept of the center lies in the unique, close cooperation
between the big committee and the small research division. As a member of the full-time staff of the
division, | have enjoyed the vivid atmosphere created aming different disciplines when they decided to
participate in the front line of freshmen education. This essay is based on a speech on the 10-year
experience in the center made on the occasion of my retirement from the position.
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