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Curriculum of Geology Education
at Department of Earth Sciences, University of Cambridge

Toru Takeshita**

Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences, Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University

Abstract — The curriculum of geology education at the Department of Earth Sciences, University of
Cambridge is briefly described. Only one geology course (1A Geology) is given to the first-year
students. It consists of 60 hours of lectures (1 hour per class) and 60 hours of practical classes (1 hour
per class), 6-8 hours of supervision and 3 field trips (at 0.5, 7 and 10 days, respectively). A broad
spectrum of geology and geophysicsis taught in this class, and hence the content is plentiful and the
class progresses very fast. The grade of this courseis only evaluated by the final exam given at the end
of the academic year, which consists of theoretical (3 hours) and practical (4 hours) papers. In later
years, 1B, Part |l and Part |1l Geological Sciences are taught to the second, third and fourth year
students, respectively. Although they can get a bachelor of arts degree after completing the third year
course, the four-year geology degree (master of sciences) is generally required for the geoscience
profession in Britain. Two things characterize the education and researches at the department: united
geology and geophysics, and arich field education where the students experience 8 field trips amount-
ing to 76.5 daysin total.
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4 6-8
3 Lectures
Practical classes Supervision
Field trip 1 1A Field trips
Geology 3
1 1 1
2.
1 150 1A Geology + Mathematics + X* + Y*
2 50-60 1B Geological Sciences + Z*
3 40 Part 11 Geological Sciences Bachelor of Arts
4 35 Part 111 Geological Sciences Master of Sciences
20 3-4 Ph. D.
*X Y VA
3.
1
Lectures 3 3 11-12
Practical classes 3
Supervisions 1 6-8
Field trip 7-10
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6. 1A Geology
Theory paper 3 10 5 60% 1 12%
(Practical paper) 4 4 40% 1 10% Q1(a): 10
Q1(b):
Q2:
Q3:
Q4:

7. The Times Good University Guide 2005

Geology
5
1 Cambridge 5*
2 Oxford 5*
3 Bristol 5*
4 Imperial College 5*
5 Liverpool 5
6 University of College London 5
7 Leeds 5
8 Edinburgh 5
9 Exeter 4
9 Durham 4
6.
1 7
The Times Good University Guide 2005

10
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6* 5
5* Department of Earth Sciences, University of Cambridge,
“ excellent” 1st Year Courses, 9p.

http://www.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/
courses/natsci/index.html
N. Woodcock http://
J. Jackson www.esc.cam.ac.uk/admissions/department/index.html
1A Geology Course Guide 2005-2006, Department of Earth
Sciences, University of Cambridge, 37p.
Trinity Hall D. The Times Good University Guide 2005, http://
Moore extras.timesonline.co.uk/gooduniversityguide2005/
20geology.pdf
“ Vine, F. J., Matthews, D. H., 1963. Magnetic anomalies
PH6R05001 § over oceanic ridges. Nature 199, 947-949.
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