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TAs in Process of Formation

— Analysis of Questionnaire Survey on Teaching Assistants (TAs) at Hokkaido University —

Takuo Utagawa**

Hokkaido University of Education, Hakodate

Abstract — This is a report on the analysis of research that was done in July 2006. We sent question-
naires to all the TAs who were working in the lower division of undergraduate education of Hokkaido
University and to all the instructors who have hired TAs. When the TA system was first introduced
in 1992, we were worried about who would teach TAs and how. Some disliked this new system be-
cause it might deprive graduate students of their time to study. The analysis shows that many TAs
like their jobs and more than 80% are willing to do the job again. More than 30% of TAs lectured
and lead discussions. Instructors think that they are mostly satisfied with their TAs. Of the instruc-
tors, 66% tailored their way of teaching to accept TAs in their classes. TAs will become important
members of universities. The new role of TAs is being institutionalized in Hokkaido University. It
will elevate the character of the graduate students and enhance their ability to cope with problems. It
will open a frontier in higher education teaching, and contribute to the advancement of research and

training of experts with high intelligence.
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BEHDOECOWREELH S, FIZ—a3< 900D
BERFEMET 2721 T3.75% D7+ — k3,

8 22. HEEIISETTAELTEWERRSH Y
FIH (n=66)
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HH Bfid %
1H2% 9 13.6
270 57 86.4

B 23. REN TAZREBRT B LIIREICESOTHE
BATHBEBNWETH, (n=67)

HH iE %
L.l 60 89.6
2. VLWL Z 1 1.5
3.EELELFEARL 6 9.0

TA BRI ES>THERE LW BRBS VW, #
Bidefk e LTTADMZ@GML, 72Bikics >
THHEMEHBL T35, TADREMICIZPED
0, FlREEOMEDOREO 2 AL T LI
HAHDS, EDLXIBERTHEHLZDDIZSHED
MEDOHETH 5 9,

24 HIEIZDTADEREROBKZEHRZTSE
&, (n=62)

F¥T 55 RITH 5,

25 SETTAZESEREZZFLEDIIZ TR
TEREBRIIHYETH,

HH Bufied %
1.&H% 10 15.4
2. 2 55 84.6

Bl 26 REDUHACHBEREDIHEER T/l &
HYEITH. (n=67)

HH Bfit %
1.&2% 29 43.3
2. 2 38 56.7
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27 HIEIF—MRIC, FEEHZXDHE (BEY 28 TtBEKRZET 4 —F - 7RIV X

B52¢&) MEDKHWFETT D, (n=67) Za7 ] (FEREOMF) 2H:AE LD, (n=65)
HH HfiE % JHH e %
1. RAH S 24 35.8 1. &4 7 D45y
2. RRUFF 37 552 PSR bFEA 7 9 13.8
3. HEVIFETIEAL 6 9.0 2. M REAL 38 58.5
4. B ETE A 0 0.0 3.mEmrol 18 27.7
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