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Abstract — This essay introduces a history of Hokkaido University’s preliminary development for
founding a writing service for students. The idea was developed by a working group of HU’s Interna-
tional Affairs Office and, after a two-month pilot period, the working group came to conclude that it
is necessary to found a writing lab not only for the students, but also for the university’s internation-
alization.

The first section defines the writing lab as a place of service for any HU student who wishes to de-
velop his/her written communication skills in English and Japanese as s/he learns the development of
an idea, “critical thinking,” with a tutor at the lab. Native-speaker checks will not be a primary task
of this service as it has been reported as being intimidating and therefore non-educational.

The next section mentions the structure of this service, which consists of a writing lab steering
committee, a coordinator, and graduate-student tutors. The following section introduces the outcome
of the pilot project and reports that the students’ positive responses and expectations for the start of
the “actual” writing lab were overwhelming.

In conclusion, the holistic cooperation of the university is required for the success of this writing
service if its formal foundation is to be considered seriously. The essay also suggests several practical
ideas for its foundation.
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(1) One-to-one basis tutorials on dissertations, essays, reports, abstracts and () FRELR—b - ZEERXFICET
others. (2) One-to-one basis tutorials on how to form a thesis statement for your  zmEgisg® i 7H73 v - 5+
research, and how to build a logical argument based on the thesis statement. (3)
One-to-one basis tutorials on how to write abstracts, introductions and
conclusions. (4) Native check (limited to abstracts and papers which are less than FA4747 - Fzv7 (FTRLT
6 pages). (5) Regular courses on Logical Thinking Skills in Academic Writing. 7k RELR=b)

HAWL website: o : i i BWEEE | RMERTRER - BEERHE
http://web.me.com/wailinglai/HAWL/HAWL Home Page/HAWL Home Page.html Email: june@let.hokudai.acjp  Tel/Fax: 011-706-4085
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