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Abstract — Hokkaido University started interactive distance education in the 2014 fall semester
in cooperation with other national universities in Hokkaido with the aim of enhancing liberal-arts
education in the universities. In this report we summarize the results of investigations conducted in
a general education class about how to use the system for interactive distance education effectively.
Generally, distance education is classified into two different types. One is real-time interactive
learning in a class that connects to a remote classroom and the other is on-demand learning with the
learning materials delivered according to the learner’s demand. This report is limited to the former
case. The subject of the class was information education as general education. This time, unfortu-
nately, we had no students from the other universities. This could have been due to the character of
the course, which was an advanced course started in the fall semester. Even so, with the cooperation
of students in Hokkaido University and student assistants of the remote university, we could inves-
tigate the effects of the system for interactive distance education. The distance education and the
system were made possible by innovations in information technology. Therefore, they are closely
related to the subject of the information education, that is, educational materials. In this report, in
particular, we discuss the system with focus on the fairness of the learning environment.
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