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Mechanism of Establishment of “Environment”- Related Departments
in Japanese National Universities. Focusing on the Divisions of Engineering

Hiromi Uchiyama”

Graduate School of Engineering, The University of Tokyo

Abstract— The definition of an “environment” - related department is a department whose name con-
tains the word “environment.” “Environment” - related departments in universities are one of the indi-
ces of the ingtitutionalization of environmental science. In the past several years, in many Japanese
universities, “environment” - related departments have been established one after another. Because the
discipline of environmental science is not well established yet, there is a gap between the ideal and
reality about research and education in these departments. One of the factors that caused the gap isthe
way these departments were established. The purpose of this paper isto examine the mechanism of the
establishment of “environment” - related departments, focusing on the divisions of engineering in
Japanese national universities. In this paper, | analyzed the numbers of departments and studentsin
each such department, aswell as the names of departmentsin the divisions of engineering in Japanese
national universities. Asaresult, there are two factors which mutually effected each other in causing
the establishment of so many “environment” - related departments. Oneis the environmental problem
and environmental science within the academy. And the other is the higher education policy to estab-
lish many departments in the divisions of engineering.
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