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What Are University Students Doing in Classes of Mathematics ?:
A Survey by the Mathematical Society of Japan
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Abstract— What is happening in classes of mathematics in Japanese universities? Here are a wide
variety of observations by teacheseme students come to the classes late, some leave before the class
ends, some talk about things irrelevant to mathematics, and even cellular phones ring. Other more
essential observations are that students may be quite different because they have studied different
subjects in high school and their mathematical maturity can vary s great deal. Furthermore, there are
more annoying things. The attitudes of students are changing. More than ever before we have students
who are not mentally prepared for the study at universities. For example, some students are not confi-
dent about what they learned, some cannot think by themselves and some understand subjects only
superficially. So, teachers need to make a greter effort than before and to teach interactively in order to
know students better as well as to motivate them.
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