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Planning and Administration of the Fundamental Mathematical Education
in Kyushu University

Tadashi Yamaguchi

Graduate School of Mathematics, Kyushu University

Abstract- In 1994, as was the case at most Japanese universities, the Kyouyoubu (College of
General Education) at Kyushu University was abolished. Thus began the reorganization of primary
common education which included the alteration of the General Education curriculum and the intro-
duction of a four-year integrated education system. At the same time, it became the responsibility of
all of the staff researching mathematics at Kyushu University to teach those areas of the common
education curriculum related to mathematics. A number of further reforms of mathematical education
also took place. These included changes in subject names and credit hours, along with the presentation
and disclosure of the common syllabus, the reduction of required credits and the modification of the
list of required subjects. These reforms have now been established for a few years. There remain,
however, many problems, both new and old. In this paper, we report in outline how the administration
of fundamental mathematical education was planned, managed and carried out over a three-year pe-
riod starting in 1996. We also explain the significance of the “Questionnaire concerning teaching
improvement' designed by the Working Group of the Mathematical Society of Japan, and report upon
two individual examples of teaching under the present system.
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