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Teaching Methods, Teaching Materials and the Curriculum in Language Teaching:
An Analysis of Related Problems in Teaching German as a Second Language
for University Student in Japan

Heiko Narrog™

Institute of Language and Culture Studies, Hokkaido University

Abstract[] Teaching strategies as part of the curriculum are closely connected to teaching goals and
learning goals on the one hand, and actual teaching conditions on the other hand. In language educa-
tion, teaching methods are an essential part of teaching strategies. Textbooks as a rule directly reflect
teaching methods. In this paper | will introduce the three most common teaching methods in language
education and show how they are used in beginner-level German language textbooks. Through the
comparison of textbook published in German-speaking countries and in Japan, it becomes obvious
that there is a vast gap between how German as a foreign language is taught in German-speaking
countries (and presumably internationally) on the one hand and in Japan on the other hand. In brief,
most of the textbooks made in Japan do not reflect the results of research in language teaching and
learning. An analysis of curricular goals and actual teaching conditions at Hokkaido University shows
that much of the problem lies with actual teaching conditions at universities that do not provide for
modern language teaching. That is, in order to improve the quality of language teaching, teaching
conditions have to be adjusted to modern needs. Furthermore, a flexibilization of the study system is
required. The author suggests that experts in the field of language education should be given a vital
role in planning language education at universities as well as in teaching itself.
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