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A Proposal to Create a Database of Visual Materials for Education

Kazuhiro Abé 2™ and Manabu lgarashi

bCenter for Research and Development in Higher Education, Hokkaido Univé@iaguate School
of Medicine, and’Graduate School of Engineering, Hokkaido University

Abstract— In the information technology society, the importance of visual materials for education
has increased. Hard-wares for information technology has been well-equipped in institutions for higher
education. In addition to the development of hardware, various kinds of software have appeared as
media for visual materials or multimedia in the educational field. But most of these media are difficult
to use in classrooms because of nesfrictions strict copyrights. Therefore, each institution has to con-
struct a database of visual materials for education. This paper proposes the creation of a database of
visual materials for education according to the Dewey decimal classification used for books in librar-
ies. Hokkaido University has a 16-year history of broadcasting academic contents to the public in
Hokkaido and has made about 200 videos to introduce a variety of academic fields and research in
Hokkaido University. Therefore, a database should be created from the many visual materials that

appeared in these videotapes.

(Received on January 20, 2000)
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