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A Tria for Learning of Practical Field Research by Using Hokkaido University
Forests: Field Symposium for Forest Research in 1999

Shigeru Uemura™ and Hideaki Shibata

Hokkaido University Forests

Abstract— A project for learning about practical field research entitled "Field Symposium for Forest
Research in 1999" was carried out at the Uryu Experimental Forest of Hokkaido University for five
days from August 30, 1999. To reply the question "Do you know how to research forests?', 23 under-
graduate students from 16 universities joined the symposium. The key words are field, experience and
encounter. They seriously listened to the explanations about the results of fieldwork at the actual
places, enthusiastically discussed related subjects, and concretely experienced field measurement.
Through this symposium they learned various methods and devices for research on what they were
watching, and what was occurring just in front of them. They came to understand nature more deeply
and to realize the significance of field research on the relationship of the life and material flow in the
forest ecosystem. These experiences provided them with skills that will be useful when they face
unsolved problemsin thefield in the future. We recognized again the importance of effective use of the
extensive forest area and skillful human resources of the organization of Hokkaido University Forests
not only for the students of Hokkaido University but also for many other students having aninterest in
sciencein thefield.

(Received on September 7, 1999)
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