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The Mathematics Education Controversy in the United States

Thomas W. Judson’

Department of Mathematics, The University of Portland

Abstract — Mathematics education in the United States has undergone a series of reformsin the last
century with the most recent reform occurring in the last fifteen years. The most recent effort to reform
mathematics education was a response to the increasing demand for mathematically literate graduates
and a perceived decline in the mathematical ability of students. The current effort to improve math-
ematics education in the United Statesis characterized by the introduction of inexpensive technol ogy,
the NCTM Standards, calculus and kindergarten-through-twelfth-grade (K-12) reform projects, and
the introduction of avariety of pedagogical techniquesin the classroom. There has been agreat deal of
controversy over whether or not reform has been accomplishing its goals. This controversy has come
to be known as the "Math Wars." Educators, mathematicians, elected officials, parents, and even the
local and national media have becomeinvolved in the debate. The situation in the state of California
merits special attention, since education in California strongly influences education in the rest of the
United States.
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