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1.  Introduction

     The peoples of Russia form the youngest population of
the Far Eastern region. Our ancestors came to the coast of
the sea of Okhotsk in the 17th century. The total explora-
tion of eastern lands started in the 19th century. The profes-
sional study of history began in the Far East only 150 years
ago. The Japanese began to develop Ezo in the 12th cen-
tury, but for some reason we do not know so much about

this  history of the region.
We should also note that there are many blanks and con-

tradictory interpretations in the recent monographies and
schoolbooks on the history of the island world of the north-
ern seas. We assume that neither Russian nor Japanese his-
torians have a complete understanding of the real historical
conditions in the region, where our countries have been
neighbors for more then two hundred years. In our opinion,
the main reasons, for the lack of progress in the study of the

Abstract─ The purpose of this article is to illuminate and evaluate a current situation and probable
perspectives of the local study in the field of history and culture of the people of the island world of
Sakhalin and the Kurils.  A brief notes on the development of the historical science in Sakhalin and the
Kuril Islands in 19-20 the centuries is followed by detailed descriptions on the organizations for his-
toric researches, historians, and conferences of the historians.  The authors propose a new concept of
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local history of the islands of the northern seas are mostly
political. We should not forget our responsibility to our
schoolchildren and students for that history, which we teach
them in our lectures. Today we should take responsibility
for the future but it is necessary to do it cautiously.

2.  The purposes of this presentation

At this seminar we would like to share our concern about
the problems in the study of the local history in the island
world of the northern seas. The purpose of the present pub-
lication is the illumination and on evaluation of the current
situation and probable perspectives on the local study in
the field of  history and culture of the peoples of the island
world of Sakhalin and the Kurils. It concerns the problems
of the scientific study and teaching of local history of the
islands in the northern seas. As a matter of fact, historical
problems were the objects of political affairs during the 50
years of the ideological fight between the USSR and Japan.
First of all is the question of teaching local history  at schools
in Sakhalin, the Kurils and Hokkaido. Hereafter we will
present the new conceptual approach of the new Sakhalin
school of historians to the study and teaching of local his-
tory at schools and higher educational institutions of the
Sakhalin region. A joint Russian-Japanese solution to the
problems of our science in the beginning of the coming
century is possible. Our proposals to the Japanese colleaqes
on behalf of the historians of the Sakhalin state university
concern the perspectives of the development of the interna-
tional cooperation with scientific schools of Japan.

3.  Brief notes on the development of historical
science in Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands in
the 19th and 20th centuries

The historical science in the Sakhalin region has already
passed through at least three stages. The stage of collecting
and of the primary understanding of the historical informa-
tion dates back to the end of the first half of the 19th cen-
tury (1860s - early 1950s). It is characterized by isolated
researches done by Russian and Japanese historians and
amateurs, mainly concerning the fields of ethnology and
archaeology, and to a lesser degree to the history of the
isles of the northern seas. It is connected to the great names
of Ivan S. Polyakov, Matsuura Takeshiro, Lev Ja.
Shternberg, Bronislav O. Pilsudski, Ryuzo Torii, Tsuboi
Shogoro, Kiyono Kenji, Ito Nobuo, etc.

Researches into the local history and cultures of the
peoples of the island world, and publishing of scientific
and educational literature on various subjects occurred in
the second stage - in second half of the 20th century (1950
-1985). At that time, after the Second World War, historical
science in the USSR, Japan, and elsewhere played a very
special role, so the governments controlled and it accord-

ing to their will and needs. On the other hand, progress in
the study of history in Sakhalin region was caused by the
dynamic progress of society and science in this period of
time all over the world, the USSR included.
     The third stage of development of historical science on
Sakhalin is the present one. Its developmant was caused by
the fall of the communist regime in our country. It started
in the mid-1980s, i.e. from the beginning of reorganization
(perestroika) in the USSR and has lasted until the present
time. Liquidation of the old ideological controls (including
preliminary censorship), simplification of access to mate-
rials in domestic archives and libraries, and the develop-
ment of communication with foreign researchers and orga-
nizations have created opportunities for work never known
before in Sakhalin region. Many more opportunities have
also appeared for those Japanese and other foreign histori-
ans who study the history of Sakhalin and the Kurils in
Russia. For example, Honolulu University professor of his-
tory John Stephan, who was very famous for his two books
on Sakhalin in the 1970s was never permitted to visit and
see the object of his study before. Now he has very good
free connections with Sakhalin historians and his books have
been translated and published in Russian in Sakhalin.

4.  Organizations doing historical research in
the Sakhalin region

The post- WWII history, the current status and the pros-
pects of historical sciences in the Sakhalin region are closely
connected to the activity of such research organizations as
Sakhalin State University, the Sakhalin Regional Local
Study Museum, the state Archive of the Sakhalin Region,
and the Sakhalin Centre for the Documentation of Modern
History. In the pre-perestroika period their researches were
carried out within the framework of constant cooperation
with head academic institutes in the USSR and under the
ideological control of the regional committee of the Com-
munist party of the Soviet Union (CPSU). For example, up
to 1991 the structure of the scientific council of of the Sa-
khalin Regional Committee of the Communist party Sa-
khalin Regional Museum included the representative of the
Sakhalin Regional Committee of the Communist party. The
subjects of scientific life of Sakhalin University were also
under the control of the university’s bureau of the CPSU,
and of the two special departments of the regional commit-
tee of the Communist party.

Now organizations doing historical research in Sakha-
lin have an essentially other, more independent status. They
are also independent in the definition of their scientific
policy. At the same time, in the 1990s, in the scientific life
of the Sakhalin region the lack of academic influence is
clearly felt. That influence was lost together with the pro-
cess of decentralization of the control system all around the
country.
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4.1  Sakhalin State University (SakhSU) was
formed in 1949 as a teacher's institute; in 1954  it become a
pedagogical institute, and in 1998 a university. Among the
first faculties of the institute there was the philological de-
partment for training teachers of history, as well as the Rus-
sian language and literature. Since that time the faculty has
been repeatedly transformed. Now historians are trained by
the faculty of history of the Institute of History, Sociology
and Management.

Studies in the field of history are carried out in the labo-
ratories of archaeology, sociology, and eastern study, in the
Regional Center for the Socioeconomic Investigations of
the Scientific Research Institute of Man, and also in the
departments of social and political sciences, and econom-
ics of the Institute of Pedagogics and  other divisions of
SakhSU. In total, about 30 persons in SakhSU do  research
on the history, archaeology, ethnography, local folklore,
economy, sociology, and the history of pedagogics of the
Sakhalin region. The chiefs of divisions are M.S. Vysokov,
A.A. Vasilevski, S.V. Prokopenko, G.V. Borovskoi, S. Ch.
Lim, S.S. Tlekov, and Bok Zi Kou.

The results of studies of history are published in the vari-
ous publication in Sakhalin, Russia and abroad. There is
also a new annual magazine" The Scientific Notes of Sa-
khalin university", which appeared in the last month of 1999
publishing by SakhSU.

Basically, historical researches are financed by the bud-
gets of the university, and of the regional and the central
governments. But getting a grant is extremely difficult and
as a rule the financing is carried out from the insufficient
budget sources. At the same time, the faculties and labora-
tories, scientific groups and each teacher the annually have
to report at the appropriate sessions about the results of their
scientific activities. It is considered that the state provides
money for science in the teacher’s salary. In fact, this pay-
ment is so small, that it is not necessary to speak about any
state financing of the teacher’s scientific work. Neverthe-
less, investigations in the field of history continue, and their
results are not worse, but for better than in the 1970s. The
reason for this is the freedom of creativity and love of the
scientists to study history. Having no opportunity to go re-
peatedly to the central archives because of lack of money,
Sakhalin’s historians stick mostly to their home history and
local sources of historical information.

The Sciece department of the university headed by the
prorector on science E. Lisitsina annually holds student and
teacher conferences, in which the section "Local Study" is
obvious. Different subjects of local study are also welcomed
by other sections. In the sciece department of the univer-
sity the speciality “History of Russia" has existed since the
early 1990s. About 10 postgraduate students do their study
under the direction of professors A.M. Pashkov, L.S.
Twarkovski, M.S. Vysokov and others. The basic subjects

of their study are also connected to the history of the Sa-
khalin region. In addition, some persons do their postgradu-
ate historical studies in other higher educational schools of
the country in Moscow, St. Petersburg, Novosibirsk,
Krasnoyarsk, etc. The main problem of the young scholars
in this field is also the lack of money for study.

4.2  The Sakhalin Regional Local Study Mu-
seum (SRLSM) was founded in 1896 in Aleksandrovsk-
Sakhalinski. Later it also inherited the museum of the
Karafuto Docho in Toyohara (Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk). Today,
this is a very important scientific and cultural establishment,
one of the centers of local study in the region of Sakhalin
and the Kurils. Its staff collects, processes, studies and  dis-
tributes the local scientific information in the Sakhalin re-
gion. In the museum the historical researches are carried
out by about 20 persons, including three PhDs. It has a de-
partment of local history, laboratory of archaeology, depart-
ment of ethnology and the Institute of Bronislav Pilsudski
heritage for study of different aspects of the local history of
the Sakhalin region. The museum also has branches in the
district centers of the region, where different local history
subjects are also being studied.

The chiefs and directing experts of the Sakhalin regional
museum include V.M. Latyshev, T.I. Roon, V.D. Fedorchuk,
V.O. Shubin, K.Ya. Cherpakova, O.A. Shubina, I.A.
Samarin, and M.M. Prokofiev. The financing of their in-
vestigations is carried out by the Sakhalin Regional Board
of Culture (the government of the Sakhalin region) and also
under various grants. In the 1990s historians of the Sakha-
lin Regional Museum paid the greatest attention to the search
and study of the monuments from the Middle-Ages, inves-
tigation of the traditional culture of the Uilta (Orok), the
history of the sea fleet and so on. Unfortunately, the rather
broad international study of the Russian settlements in the
Kuril islands was stopped in the 1990s. It is also especially
necessary to note the progress of the joint research by ar-
chaeologists from the Sakhalin Regional Museum and the
Museum of Development of Hokkaido on 1989-1999 in both
islands.

In 1994 the Sakhalin regional museum began to issue
its annual publication, "The Helrald of the Sakhalin Mu-
seum". In 1994-1999 the six issues of "The Helrald" were
published. "The Helrald of the Sakhalin Museum" is one of
the most interesting and useful scientific publications in the
Far East of Russia. Since 1998 the Sakhalin Regional Lo-
cal Study Museum has also issued "The News of the Insti-
tute of Heritage of Bronislav Pilsudski." Thus far, three is-
sues of the "News" have been published. The Sakhalin Re-
gional Museum and its branches conduct excursions, lec-
tures, school and scientific conferences, and information
about local study is also published in the mass media.

4.3  The district and special museums In addi-
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tion to branches of the regional museum in some cities of
the region there are museums managed by the district ad-
ministration, and also museums of organizations, compa-
nies and departments. Among them are the Sakhalin Re-
g iona l  Museum o f  Ar t s  (Sakha l i n  Boa rd  o f
Culture)(director- M.I. Ishenko), the museum of the book
of A.P. Chekhov “The Island of Sakhalin" (director I.A.
Tsupenkova), and also museums of fishery, geology, dis-
trict museums of the cities of Tymovsk, Korsakov, and
Uglegorsk, and the Museum of the Sea in Kholmsk. There,
historical researches are carried out at various levels by
about 7 persons, including one Ph.D, ethnologist M.I.
Ishenko.

4.4  The State Archive of the Sakhalin Region
(Administration of the Sakhalin region), formed in 1938 is
the most valuable storehouse of historical documents of the
19th and 20th centuries for Sakhalin and the Kuril islands.
In its halls and library the students, historians from our uni-
versity, and also scientific researchers from Sakhalin and
other regions of Russia, and also from overseas, are con-
stantly investigating. Without this archive the development
of the historical science on islands would be impossible.
Speaking about historical researches using the archives of
Sakhalin, it is necessary to note the work of the director of
archive A.I. Kostanov, G.I. Dudarets, N.I. Vishnevski, V.L.
Podpechnikov, N.I. Kolesnikov and others. In 1994 the State
archive of the Sakhalin region began to release  its year-
book "Historical Readings". In 1995 -1997, two issues of
the book were published.

4.5  The Sakhalin Center for the Documenta-
tion of Modern History From 1991-1997, the
Sakhalin Center for the Documentation of Modern History
worked as an independent research establishment within
the network of the archival divisions of the archival service
of the Sakhalin region. The center was created in 1991 on
the basis of the Communist Party archives. Its first director
was M.S. Vysokov. The main tasks of the historians work-
ing in the establishment are the study and introduction of
historical sources on the modern history of Sakhalin and
the Kurils. Now, the center has become the structural divi-
sion of the State Archive of the Sakhalin region.

4.6  Historians   In the second half of the 20th century
there were three generations of researchers of local history,
cultural historians., archaeologists and ethnologists in Sa-
khalin. We should mention B.A. Zherebtsov, and L.S.
Gribanova, R.V. Kozireva (Chubarova), who began the
study of the ancient history and ethnology of the local popu-
lation in the eastern islands area after the Second World
War, in the first generation of the late 1940s-early 1950s.
Under the conditions of the Stalin regime they did not man-
age to do so much, but the results of their research in those

years were published later and have been of great benefit to
science.

 The historians of the late 1950s-1970s were more nu-
merous and successful. Most of them worked in the Yuzhno-
Sakhalinsk State Pedagogical institute (YSSPI). Among
them were I.A. Senchenko, A.N. Ryzhkov, A.M. Lopachev
(YSSPI), and V.V. Vyazovskaya (SRLSM). From 1962 to
1999 the founder of the island school of archaeologists, V.A.
Golubev, worked in the YSSPI. In the 1970s the historians
N.I. Kolesnikov, V.M. Latyshev, S.S. Tlekov, A.M. Pashkov,
archaeologist V.O. Shubin, and economist and historian Bok
Zi Kou began their work, which continues to the present
day.

The new generation of Sakhalin historians of the 1980s-
1990s  were students of the researchers of the 1970s. These
include the archaeologists O.A. Shubina, N.V. Plotnikov,
M.M. Prokofiev, S.V. Gorbunov, V.D. Fedorchuk, ethnolo-
gists M.I. Ishenko, T.I. Roon, historians A.I. Kostanov, L.S.
Twarkovski, S.Ch. Lim, I.A. Samarin, N.V. Vishnevski, S.P.
Fedorchuk, and A.A. Ipatieva, as well as the authors of the
present publication. Now, graduates from the post-gradu-
ate school of the Sakhalin State University and a number of
higher schools of the country are making their mark in his-
torical studies.

A significant influence in the development of science in
Sakhalin was rendered by the works written about Sakha-
lin by historians from Siberia and Far East. The directors of
the academic institutes- the academicians A.P. Okladnikov,
A.I. Krushanov, A.P. Derevyanko, and also R.S. Vasiljievski,
Ch.M. Taksami, and B.P. Polevoy were very authoritative
in the Sakhali region. In the beginning of the present stage,
of special value for Sakhalin historians are the books of the
professor J. Stephan of Honolulu University, "Sakhalin. A
history" and "The Kuril Islands: Russo-Japanese Frontier
in the Pacific."

4.7  Conferences of the historians In the 1960s
and 1970s, more conferences on the local history were held
in the Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk Pedagogical Institute, and also
under by the "Znanie" society under the direction of the
departments of science and education, and the propaganda
division of the regional committee of the CPSU. Sometimes
historical readings, in which historians from the greater cen-
ters of science of the country also participated were carried
out.
     Since the 1980s the SRLSM has held scientific confer-
ences not less then than once every two years. At these con-
ferences the historians of Sakhalin have the  opportunity to
inform their colleagues about the results of their research,
and to share and to discuss current problems. Among all
scientific conferences carried out by the Sakhalin museum
the international conference devoted to the 125th anniver-
sary of B.O. Pilsudski’s birth (in 1991) was especially in-
teresting.
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     In the 1990s the Sakhalin center for the Documentation
of Modern History has held such interesting conferences as
“The Slavs in the Far East” (1993), “A.P. Chekhov and
Sakhalin” (1995), “The Kuril islands: a history, present, and
prospects” (1997). The preparation and holding of the con-
ferences was carried out under the direction of the Board of
Culture of the Administration of the Sakhalin Region with
the assistance of the museum and Sakhalin State Univer-
sity.
     Since 1989 the Sakhalin State University and Sakhalin
Regional Local Study Museum have annually carried out
the R.V. Kozyreva memorial readings. At these readings
Sakhalin’s archaeologists discuss the results of the past field
season. Since 1996 historians of the Sakhalin region have
also held readings in memory of the historians A.N.Ryzhkov
and A.M.Lopachev.

5.  The current status and the prospects of de-
velopment of historical science in the Sakhalin
region in the 21st century

At the present stage there is a significant rise of the level
of research at the Sakhalin State University, SRLSM and
the State Archive of the Sakhalin Region. In 1989 an inde-
pendent organization of the researchers, the Society for the
Study of Sakhalin and the Kuril islands, was found, and
began to hold annual (including international) scientific
conferences. In the conditions of perestroika, the regional
CPSU archives formed the basis of the Sakhalin Center for
the Documentation of Modern History.

In 1990, the first regional historical journal,
“Kraevedcheski Bulleten” (“Local study bulletin: problems
of the history of Sakhalin, the Kurils and Neighbouring
Territories”), was founded. The editor of the magazin is M.S.
Vysokov). The founders of the magazine were “The Soci-
ety for the Study of Sakhalin and Kuril islands”, SRLSM
and Sakhalin Fund for culture. Later, the Sakhalin Center
for the Documentation of Modern History and Sakhalin
State University joined the group.

Summarizing, we shall note the following features of
the present stage of development of historical science in
Sakhalin region:
· the absence of censorship and freedom of scientific cre-

ativity;
· the expansion of the circle of historians and independent

researchers;
· expansion of resources for the historical investigations;
· expansion of subjects of scientific study;
· expansion of international cooperation with the scientists

of Japan, the USA and Europe;
· work on constructing a new conceptual mentality and new

understanding of the history of Sakhalin and the Kuril
islands;

· the wide dissemination of the results of historical studies

in local scientific publications and the mass media;
· a discrepancy between finances and the scientific needs

of the organizations conducting scientific activities in the
field of the local history of the Sakhalin region.
As the sharply negative fact, we estimate the localiza-

tion of the circle of the researchers engaged in the study of
history of Sakhalin and the Kurils. Interest in the island’s
history, in academic circles is growing. But the academic
institutes of the Far Eastern (Vladivostok) and of Siberian
(Novosibirsk) branches of the Russian Academy of Science
now study the island mainly through communication with
local researchers. Today their financial situation does not
allow them to plan and carry out any large study in the re-
mote regions of the Russian Far East. At the same time, the
interest of the Sakhalin scientific organizations in continu-
ing programs with those academic institutes still exists. We
understand that the further localization of historical study
can cause a decrease in quality, the growth of the localist
tendencies, and the loss of a wide view of the problems of
history by the local historians.

Recently we feel the extraordinary interest of foreign
reseachers, especially the Japanese, Americans, and Euro-
peans. Meanwhile, archaeologists of Sakhalin and Hokkaido
have managed to raise their joint research up to the level of
the long-term target international programs. The programs
on Susuya-Okhotsk problematics and the study of the forti-
fied settlements of the Middle Age which are carried out,
by, universities and local study museums of Sakhalin and
Hokkaido are typical. In the last 10 years more than 20 ex-
peditions have been carried out, and then results have been
published both in Sakhalin and Hokkaido.

6.  The new concept of the history of Sakhalin
and Kuril islands and Prospects for the devel-
opment of historical study in the early 21st cen-
tury

In the 1980s and 1990s, due to a burst of creative activ-
ity by the Sakhalin historians, the opportunity to create an
essentially new concept of the history of Sakhalin and the
Kuril islands appeared. The necessity of such a concept is
indisputable in that Russian society has realized that the
time has come to put the end to the distortions of the his-
torical truth about history of the islands. Now the diligent
archaeologists, ethnologists, and historians of the region
have a large amount of essentially new information, which
has completely overturned old concepts. In the field of ar-
chaeology there were certain basic changes: sites of the
Lower, Middle and the Upper Palaeolithic , Early, Middle
and Late Neolithic were found and have been studied by
modern methods.

The problem of the Sakhalin Middle Age is also actively
discussed. In the 1990s in a number of articles, in the uni-
versity course of lectures and in some scientific presenta-
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tions in different conferences the modern concept of the
prehistoric past of the island world of the northern seas was
proposed by one of the authors. Appreciable event of the
present stage of historical research in Sakhalin has led to
the development of the modern conceptual view of history
of Sakhalin and the Kurils. In 1994 M.S. Vysokov published
his book "A Brief History of Sakhalin and the Kurils". The
authors of this article have united their efforts to create a
concept of a general character covering all periods of the
prehistorical and the historical past of the island world from
the Lower Palaeolithic to the present time.

7.  The essence of the new concept

Proceeding from the opening of sites of the Lower
Palaeolithic in Sakhalin and in the islands of the Japanese
archipelago, the given territories should be treated as parts
of the global area where the most ancient types of Homo
sapiens lived and replaced each other during hundreds of
thousands years. In these regions the activities of humans
have caused the processes of the development and change
in ancient, medieval and modern societies. Though Sakha-
lin and the Kurils have been on the far periphery of the
world system of the past have always been connected with
each other.

The history of Sakhalin and the Kuril islands includes
the pre-literate (or prehistorical) epoch, and the periods il-
luminated by the written historical sources, i.e., the Middle
Age, the New Age and the modern history of the world
system.
     During there periods different cultures arose inside this
area or were introduced from the outside, then blossomed,
declined and perished in the land of islands. Over the cen-
turies many of the powerful cultural groups were replaced
by  others. The Russians were not the first and, certainly,
they will not be the last in the milleniums of struggle, coex-
istence and changes of cultures on our islands.

Sakhalin and the Kuril islands are interesting not only
by themselves. In the past they (completely or partially)
were part of the huge land bridge that connected Asia and
America, and the barbarous periphery of the great Chinese
civilization, as well as the far lands of the Mongolians, the
Manchus, the Russians, the Japanese and the Soviet em-
pire. Thus, the history of the islands should be considered
in the context of world history, and also within the context
of the history of the Asia-Pacific region.

 The history of the islands is extremely complex, very
inconsistent and confusing. This can be explained at first
by the fact that the sources of history of the islands have
been investigated rather poorly. Secondly, both, Sakhalin,
and the Kurils were for a long time and still continue to be
the object of a sharp territorial dispute between the Russian
empire (and its assignee, the USSR), and now Russia and
Japan. In this connection both, Russian (Soviet), and Japa-

nese researchers were mostly searching for arguments for
their governments in the century, long dispute instead of
the proper study of the pure history of the islands.
     Thus, Soviet historians searched for proof that "Sakha-
lin and the Kurils belong to our native land under the right
of first discovery, the right of first exploration, the right of
first development and the right of first connection" as Iosif
Stalin directed them to. All that did not fit with this was
ignored and denounced as falsification. It is quite natural
that it is rather difficult to speak about the objectivity of
such research.

It is necessary to note that there has been no basic re-
search devoted to the history of Sakhalin and Kuril islands
from ancient times up to the present. Now Russian histori-
ans have the opportunity to create a history of Sakhalin and
Kuril islands that wll be free from any political influence
and will be based upon  universally human, instead of na-
tional or political, values. This became possible due to the
fall of communism in Russia and the liquidation of the old
ideological controls (including preliminary censorship),
simplification of access to materials in domestic archives
and libraries, and the development of communication with
foreign researchers and organizations.

In recent decades, historians of Sakhalin have saved a
huge stock of actual information, new methodological ap-
proaches have been developed and a new concept of the
historical past of Sakhalin and the Kurils have been formu-
lated. This makes universal research on the history of the
island world not only possible, but also necessary. We con-
sider that, within the next five years, on the basis of the
new concept, such research can be carried out by historians
of Sakhalin State University. The authors of the present ar-
ticle are the organizers and the first participants of the
author's collective effort for a future book.

The project of the Russian-Japanese schoolbook "A His-
tory of the island world of the Seas of Okhotsk and Japan
from the most ancient times up to the present: Sakhalin,
Hokkaido, and the Kuril islands."
     Even more interesting and more promising would be to
write such a schoolbook together with our Japanese col-
leagues. In this connection we make here a proposal to the
Japanese historians and experts in the field of education of
Hokkaido University.
     The first thing that should be done by both Russian and
Japanese historians for this book on the objective history of
Sakhalin, Hokkaido and the Kurils, is to refute the psychol-
ogy of the first pathfinders and the explorers of the virgin
lands. It is necessary to understand, though, that Russia,
nor Japan annexed unihhabited wild islands in the North.
They annexed islands already occupied by the peoples with
an original and ancient history and culture. The history of
Sakhalin, the Kuril islands and Hokkaido can not simply
be reduced to a history of their colonizatiln by Russia or
Japan.
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Besides, the history of the islands cannot be presented
only as a history of the opposition of the two countries over
the centuries. The history of Sakhalin, Hokkaido and the
Kurils, is the history of Ainu, Nivhgu and Uilta; it is also
part of history of the Chinese and Manchus, Mongols and
Koreans,  the Dutch and the French, Englishmen and Ameri-
cans. And certainly, first of all, it is now an important part
of the history of Japan and Russia.
     We do not mean to draw any speculative political con-
clusions from the above. Our scientific mentality is based
on the principles of depolitization and denationalization of
history as a science not politics.

As mentioned above, conceptually, the main contents of
a history of Sakhalin and the Kurils for us is the activity of
humans in their development.

There is no doubt of the huge value for successful work
on an objective history of Sakhalin and the Kurils of the
connections that Sakhalin historians have with foreign re-
searchers and organizations, such as the connection between
the historians of Sakhalin and Hokkaido, first of all the his-
torians of Sakhalin State University and Hokkkaido Uni-
versity. There is much in common in the history of Sakha-
lin, Hokkaido and the Kuril islands as far as they were
closely connected to each other in the past. We never can
understand the history of Sakhalin and the Kurils, without
knowing the history of Hokkaido. The same holds true for
the history of Hokkaido, which cannot be studied isolated
from the history of the islands to the north of it. Thus, the
joint project proposed by the historians of Sakhalin and
Hokkaido is extremely promising.

The project includes the preparation and simultaneous
publication a the joint Russian-Japanese schoolbook on the
history of Sakhalin, Hokkaido and the Kurils in Russian
and Japanese. In this book the history of development of
Hokkaido, Sakhalin and the Kurils by humans from the
Early Palaeolithic to be present will be described.

This approach will allow us to avoid excessive
politicization of the history. It will prevent the use of his-
tory as a tool to serve to the current needs and requirements
of diplomats and politicians. Thus, we can find general ap-
proaches and rules that will allow us to better understand
the history of islands of our home Sea of Okhotsk and the
Sea of Japan, on which coasts we were born.
     The realization of the project will have also large value
for the education of the younger generation. The students
of the Sakhalin region and Hokkaido will have an opportu-
nity to receive objective, truthful and universal informa-
tion on the history of the northern islands. They will able to
understand that the main contents of a history of Hokkaido,
Sakhalin and the Kurils is not only a question who was the
first to stand on Sakhalin or the Kurils, the Chinese, Japa-
nese, Dutch or Russians, but how and when a hundred thou-
sand years ago the development of these lands by humans
begun.

8. Conclusion

The absence of any political and ideological pressure,
the mutual openness and the rapproachement of the posi-
tions of the historians, archaeologists and ethnologists of
Japan and Russia will, in the near future certainly benefit
everyone. It will allow us to make impartial evaluations
and interpretations of the already known and new histori-
cal sources to produce breakthroughs.

The expansion of international scientific contacts in the
region can lead us to a qualitatively new step, when long-
term targets and complex joint programs, including those
dealing with previously forbidden subjects are created and
carried out. An important role for the solution of historical
problems will be played by the development of modern
methodological and methodical means. All these will at last
allow us to create an essentially new, more realistic con-
ceptual view of the historical past of the island world of
Eastern and Northern Asia within the first decade of the
new century.

In conclusion, we consider that the strategic target of
the Sakhalin and Hokkaido historians is a transition from
competition and rivalry in the field of scientific research to
fair cooperation and mutual assistance for the interests of
future generations. We regard it to be necessary for this
purpose, to separate history from any ideology and instead
to work in an academic spirit of commonwealth and fidel-
ity to science. This is especially important in the field of
teaching of history for the pupils and students of Sakhalin,
Hokkaido and the Kurils. All this will help to educate a
new generation, which could solve the territorial problems
between Russia and Japan without any shocks and estab-
lish eternal friendship between our countries.

9. Proposal of the administration of the Insti-
tute of History, Sociology and Management of
Sakhalin State University for communication
with the historians of Hokkaido University

1) Proposal for the creation of of a association
for the writing of a joint schoolbook on the his-
tory of the island world of the Seas of Okhotsk
and Japan.
     For realization of the above project we regard it neces-
sary to conclude a contract for preparation of the text and
about the publication of a joint Russian-Japanese book on
the history of the island world of Sakhalin, Hokkaido and
the Kurils between the Institute of History, Sociology and
Management of Sakhalin State University and one of divi-
sions or a group of the historians of Hokkaido University.

We consider that the authors' association can be com-
posed of two  or three representatives from each side. In
particular, the authors of the present article are ready to join
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this working group for the preparation of the book. In the
case of expression of any similar desire from the Japanese
side, we hope to create a team within one year. The second
step is to have working meetings, both in Sakhalin and
Hokkaido and, to reach a mutual arrangement on the basic
principles and of the plan for writing the book.

The subsequent stages of its writing, publication and dis-
tribution can be coordinated at the appropriate time.

2) Proposal of the Russian side on organiza-
tion of training of the Japanese experts and
post-graduate students in the Institute of His-
tory, Sociology and Management of Sakhalin
State University.

One of the most important objectives of historical re-
search in Sakhalin is the study of the peoples living in the
territory of the Sakhalin region, and also the modern inter-
ethnic relations in Russia. It is especially important because
now in the territory of Sakhalin and the Kurils there are
more than a hundred different ethnic groups. Of special in-

terest, certainly, are the native peoples of Sakhalin.
     The Institute of History, Sociology and Management of
Sakhalin State University is ready to assist Japanese re-
searchers interested as in the study of the native peoples of
Sakhalin, the modern demographic situation and the prob-
lems of interethnic relations in Russia as a whole. For this
purpose we plan to organize studies by post-graduate stu-
dents and short-term training of foreign researchers in Sa-
khalin. Subsequently, training in archaeology is proposed
at the Faculty of History of the Institute of History and Labo-
ratory of Archaeology of the Institute of Man at SakhSU.

During study the foreign researchers can receive theo-
retical knowledge (attend special courses of  lectures), and
carry out independent researches among various national
groups practically any place of Sakhalin. The trainees will
have an opportunity to receive advice and help from the
most qualified experts working in Sakhalin. The term of
study and training in the Institute of History, Sociology and
Management of Sakhalin State University for foreign re-
searchers is from one month to one year.

The literature on history of the Sakhalin region
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