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University-High School Collaboration in Current Admissions in Japan:

The Case of Mathematics

Toshiyuki Nishimori
Hokkaido University

Abstract—This report describes the university-high school debate over the university entrance
examination. In Japan’s current university system, the written entrance examinations play the
most important role in admissions. It has recently been recognized that this admissions sys-
tem has a profound effect on high school students’ attitude toward their course of study. There
are two kinds of written exams in Japan: the common national examination administered by
Japan’s University Entrance Examination Center and the proprietary examinations given by
individual universities. Meetings of high school and university faculties are held to determine
the appropriateness of examination questions. Whereas meetings for the common national
examination gather representatives from all areas of Japan, meetings of regional educators
from a local university’s area are convened to consider the university’s proprietary entrance
examinations. For example, issues concerning Hokkaido University’s mathematics instruc-
tion are discussed in a meeting of high schools and universities in the Hokkaido area, even
though students from all over Japan can apply to and attend Hokkaido University. In addition
to exchanging information about its entrance examinations, Hokkaido University collabo-
rates with area high schools in other ways. The Mathematics department, for example, offers
classes for high school students for a week every summer and also offers a weekend educa-
tional program on Saturdays.
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