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Abstract — The Sapporo En-yu Night School was established by Inazo Nitobe and his wife in 1894 to
provide underprivileged children with the opportunity for education. The lessons in the school were
supported by the services of students of the Sapporo Agricultural College without compensation. Most papers
on the school deal with the beginning stage and developing stage, including the middle of the Meiji era,
Taisho era and early part of the Showa era. In that period, Doctor Inazo Nitobe and other people in the school
contributed to the development of freedom, equality of mankind, love of humanity, and pacifism. However,
there have been few papers on education in the school during the war period that included the Manchurian
incident, death of doctor Inazo Nitobe, outbreak of the war and closure of the school.

Among recent papers on the En-yu Night School in the war period, there is a dispute between Atsushi
Mikami (2003) and Shouichi Fujita (2015) regarding the reason for the closure of the school. Mikami
asserted that the school was closed voluntarily by the teachers and related people to cooperate with the war
regime, whereas Fujita claimed that the school was forced to close by orders from military authorities.
However, little consideration was given to the content of the education and methods used in the school during
the war period in either of those papers. To obtain a clear picture of the education provided by the school, the
author investigated the literature, daily records of the school, and testimonies and statements by the teachers
and students at that time.

Important information was obtained from a diary written by Masaru Matsui, one of the main teachers of
the En-yu Night School at that time. The diary was recently made available by the Hokkaido Prefectural
Library for public reading. The author used this additional information to determine the reason for the closure
of the En-yu Night School.

The results are summarized as follows.

(1) The teachers and the staff of the school struggled against the stream of militarism and provided education
based on the spirit of doctor Inazo Nitobe, emphasizing freedom, equality, love for mankind, and world
peace.

(2) The school was closed on orders from the military authorities.
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