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The English Online team heavily relies on
technology to coordinate and facilitate the teaching
our 2611 freshmen. We have 5 instructors, 13 TAs,
2 email mailing lists, 2 online learning systems, 4
CALL (computer aided language learning)
classrooms, and 240 student computers.

Our students are fresh into college. During their
first week, they are unfamiliar with the location of
buildings and classrooms. Our initial responsibility

1s to acclimatize our students to life at Hokudai.

6
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During the first 2 weeks, we arrive at our
classrooms 30 minutes before start of class so that
we can assist students who arrive early and often
need help.

Our TA training session took place on 2016-04-
05 from 13:00 to 16:00. Our session was fully
attended by our TAs and instructors.

Our TAs toured our 4 classrooms and 2
administrative offices where they will teach and
work. Our TAs learned how to prepare the
classroom: that is, unlocking doors, adjusting
lighting and air conditioning, launching the
instructor consoles, showing slides on projectors
and center monitors, and placing handouts on
desks near the doors. Our TAs practiced
conducting classes: meeting and greeting students,
demonstrating procedures, explaining courseware,
and maintaining order within the classroom.

Most importantly, our TAs and instructors
began to bond. Our mutual trust is essential in
running our course, and also in helping our TAs
grow as mentors and educators.

(Goh Kawai)
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I am Heewon Lee, a research professor at
Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) in Seoul
National University (SNU) in Korea. I have been
working here since June as a visiting professor at
Institute for the Advancement of Higher Education
(IAHE), and will be staying here for three months.

I am very familiar and comfortable with
Hokkaido University (HU), because the CTL in
SNU and TAHE in HU have been regularly
interacting with each other through international
conferences since 2006. As a visiting professor in
TAHE, I have been particularly drawn to the
comparative analysis concerning the learning
processes of undergraduate students at HU and
SNU. Japan and Korea have a similar yet distinct
culture, so I am particularly interested in how
Japanese and Korean students differ in terms of
their attitude or perception towards the learning
process.

Since my arrival, I have also been inspired by
the working attitude of the professors at HU.
Whenever I participate in seminar or workshop
with fellow professors, I am always impressed
with the way in which professors at HU listen
carefully to others’ presentations and ask very
detailed and specific questions. This makes me
reflect upon Korea's hasty culture which focuses
on the speed of getting things done, without
sufficient emphasis on quality.

Once a week, my colleagues in IAHE hold a
lunchtime meeting during which we can
communicate with each other and share what we
have done in last week, which I have also found

very interesting. The nature of a professor's work
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means that my colleagues and I spend most of our
time alone, to the extent that we may not be
aware of how our colleagues are doing, including
those sitting right next door. To this regard, the
lunchtime meetings present a valuable opportunity
to discuss weekly affairs, which facilitates
communication and helps to bridge the gaps
between professors within the department.

On a personal level, I am pleased to be here at
HU for a number of reasons as well. Compared
with the hot and humid weather in Korea,
Hokkaido in summer is cool and breezy, and the
warm sunshine is incredibly beautiful. I am very
grateful for being able to experience the beautiful
weather during summer time here in Hokkaido.

Japanese has always been very difficult for me,
despite the fact I had visited Japan on quite a few
occasions. However, working here has provided
me an opportunity to learn Japanese, and I have
started to attend Japanese classes everyday which
HU provides for foreign members of its staff. I
have become capable of reading signs on the road
only after one month of studying Japanese, which
is very exciting. Even after I leave HU, I will try
to continue learning Japanese and keep up with
Japanese culture, and overcoming the language
barrier will hopefully help bridge the gap between
Japan and Korea.

The three months here in HU will be an
unforgettable experience and memory to me. Even
though it is quite a short period of time, living
abroad is an invaluable gift that allows you to
experience and understand other cultures in much

more depth. I hope the three months here will help
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me become familiar with Japan in this way, such that it will feel like a close and personal friend to me.
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